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Ephesians 6:13 Stand Firm
Ephesians 6:13- “Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.”
What is it “to stand”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Whole armour” or in the Greek, “Panoplia” meaning, “full, complete, all without exception”; “withstand” or “Anthistemi” meaning, “resist, set against, oppose”; “evil” or “Poneros” meaning, in a physical sense, “labors, annoyances, hardships” and in an spiritual sense: pervasive ungodliness”; “stand” or “Histemi” meaning, “fixed; firm; resolute; unmoved, steadfast.”
· Literal Interpretation: So take up the entire panoply (complete collection) of God’s provision in order that you may be able to resist the hardships of pervasive ungodliness and, after having employed every item, find yourself steadfast: fixed, firm, resolute and unmoved in your faith.  
· Contextual/Comparison: Since V 10, Paul has been preparing the Ephesians for spiritual engagement.  Remember in V 10 he clues them in that to be strong in the Lord does not involve building up your own strength; rather, they must be empowered or be strengthened – it’s all about a vital relationship with Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit.  V 11 he opens their eyes to the wiles and schemes of Satan and his demons.  V 12 Paul gains momentum as he 1) affirms there is more to life than what we can see, hear, and touch; our existence is not limited to the material realm; 2) we have been removed from the kingdom of darkness and placed into the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13). Our spiritual eyes have been opened to the reality of our sinful condition, the grace of God, and the lies of the enemy. We understand that we are in a spiritual struggle given Satan has a plan and deploys demonic forces against those who name the name of Christ.  What are we to do?
· Employ God’s provision.  There are at least 169 verses in the Bible that refer to the ways God provides for us. Phil. 4:19 puts it simply: “My God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Caution: God does not want us to see Him as a heavenly source of mere material possessions. Acquiring things is not the fundamental goal of this life (Luke 12:15).  Yet, He is truly Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord-Who-Provides.  His intent is to help us develop Christlikeness so that we become salt and light in the world (Mt. 5:13–14).   Many passages about God’s provision relate to our need for food and clothing and the daily, physical needs of life. More refer to the needs of our soul and spirit, our inner man. He provides us with peace (Jn. 14:27), comfort (2 Cor. 1:4), and “power, love and self-discipline” (2 Tim. 1:7). In fact, He “has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). So that, in whatever physical state we find ourselves, we can be content in the Lord given our spiritual relationship (Phil. 4:12, 13).
· Withstand.  Before demonic strongholds can be overcome, we should understand exactly what demonic strongholds are. The word “stronghold” appears only once in the New Testament (2 Cor. 10:4), and the Greek word translated “stronghold” means “a fortification such as a castle.” In this passage, the apostle Paul is instructing the church at Corinth on how to fight against and “destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 10:5). They do this, not by using the weapons of the world, but by “divine power.” Lofty arguments and opinions are the result of pride and evil and vain imaginations, the very strongholds in which demons reside. This, then, is the essence of demonic warfare: the deployment of, “…organized rulers and powers who foster ignorance of God, against forces of evil trained at the human soul…” (Eph. 6:12).  The power of God overcomes these strongholds of demons and in God alone is our ability to withstand: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength…but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord” (Jer. 9:23–24).  Key: the reason for the assurance that the Christian will be the winner is that other scriptures teach that God and His weaponry is greater than Satan and his weaponry (1 Jn. 4:4; Eph. 1:19-23).
· Stand.  “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).  To be steadfast and unmovable is to be spiritually grounded. A steadfast person knows what he believes and cannot be “tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (Ephesians 4:14). An unmovable person can hear false teaching, engage doubters, and defend truth without it shaking his own faith. In his other epistle to Corinth, Paul expresses his concern for this church: “I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:3). Even believers who had been personally taught by the apostle Paul were victims of deception. How much more vulnerable are we?
· Conclusion: If you don’t know Christ as Savior, you are the most vulnerable person I know.  Only He is the way, the truth and the life.  Call upon Him now.
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