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Ephesians 6:14 The Breastplate of Righteousness
Ephesians 6:14- “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness”
What is “the breastplate of Righteousness”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Breastplate” or in the Greek, “Thorax” means, “corset; covering”; “righteousness” or “Dikaiosune” meaning, “virtue” referring in context to integrity, purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking, feeling, and acting.
· Literal Interpretation:  Stand therefore, but not until you have wrapped and equipped certainty around your waist and not until you have put on the covering of virtue providing for purity of life, rightness, correctness of thinking, feeling, and acting.
· Contextual/Comparison: The imagery is of an armed Roman, preparing for battle. A typical armed soldier wore a breastplate made of bronze or chain mail. It covered the vital organs, namely, the heart, and was fitted with loops or buckles that attached it to a thick belt. If the belt was loosened, the breastplate slipped right off.

When Paul compares the armor of God with military gear, each piece represents a part of God’s strength that He extends to us when we become His child. The breastplate of righteousness refers to the righteousness purchased for us by Jesus at the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21). At salvation, a “breastplate” is issued to each repentant sinner. It is specially designed by God to protect our heart and soul from evil and deception. Our own righteous acts are no match for Satan’s attacks (Isaiah 64:6). The breastplate of righteousness has Christ’s name stamped on it, as though He said, “Your righteousness isn’t sufficient to protect you. Wear mine.”  In fact, God specifically looks for righteousness among His own: “and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!” (Isaiah 5:7).  And He looks for HIS righteousness: “…but Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed…32 Why? Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled” (Romans 9:31-32).
We are instructed to “put on” this armor.  Putting on the armor of God requires a decision on our part. To put on the breastplate of righteousness, we must first have the belt of truth firmly in place – Jesus as our Savior. Without Jesus, our righteousness will be based upon our own attempts to impress God, leading to legalism and self-condemnation (Romans 8:1). We choose instead to acknowledge that, apart from Him, we can do nothing (John 15:5). We see ourselves as “in Christ” and that, regardless of our failures, His righteousness has been credited to our account – hence, we wear His breastplate.  In fact, righteousness is:
· Received from God: “He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” (Psalms 24:5)

· Renewing: “and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:24)

· Guiding: “He restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.” (Psalm 23:3)

· Our sacrifice: “Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD.” (Psalm 4:5)

· Our way of life: “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world” (Titus 2:12)

We “put it on” by seeking God and His righteousness above everything else (Matthew 6:33). We make Him and His ways our dwelling place (Psalm 91:1). We delight in His commands and desire for His ways to become our ways (Psalm 37:4; 119:24, 111; Isaiah 61:10). Speaking of Zachariah and Elizabeth – John the Baptist’s parents, Luke 1:6 records: “And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord.” When God reveals an area of change to us, we obey and allow Him to work in us. At the point where we say “no” to God, we open a little crack in the armor where Satan’s arrows can get through (Ephesians 6:16).

As we wear Christ’s breastplate of righteousness, we begin to develop a purity of heart that translates into actions. Wearing this breastplate creates a lifestyle of putting into practice what we believe in our hearts. As our lives become conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29), our choices become more righteous, and these godly choices also protect us from further temptation and deception (Proverbs 8:20; Psalm 23:3).

When armor is abused or worn incorrectly, it can malfunction. Likewise, there are several factors that can interfere with the effectiveness of our spiritual breastplate. Carelessness (1 Peter 5:8), unbelief (Hebrews 3:12), abusing grace (Romans 6:1–2), or disobedience (1 John 3:4; Hebrews 4:6) can hinder our ability to stand firm and defeat the enemy in our lives. When we tolerate sin (1 Thess. 5:19), refuse to forgive (2 Corinthians 2:10–11), rely on personal righteousness (Titus 3:5), or allow earthly concerns to crowd out time for an intimate relationship with God (Romans 12:2), we, in effect, take off the breastplate of righteousness, minimizing God’s power to protect us.

We need our breastplate of righteousness in place in order to gain the victory specified in 2 Corinthians 10:15: “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.” When we quickly reject heretical ideas, idolatry, and the “counsel of the ungodly” (Psalm 1:1) and instead “keep our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2), we keep our breastplate securely fastened.
Speaking of Jesus, hear this warning: “He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head; He put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped himself in zeal as a cloak.  18 According to their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his enemies” (Isaiah 59:17).  
· Conclusion: Are you an enemy or friend of God?  Hear me: both will be judged.
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