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Ephesians 6:16 The Shield of Faith
Ephesians 6:16 - “Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”
What is “the shield of faith”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Above” or in the Greek, “Epi” means, “upon”; “all” or “Pas” meaning, “every”; “faith” or “Pistis” means “belief; conviction”; 
· Literal Interpretation: In every stand…in all circumstances, after you have taken up the shield of Godly convictions, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming projectiles of the evil one…
· Contextual/Comparison: The Roman shield was as large as a door, usually made of wood covered in leather, protecting the full length of the warrior.  Such a shield was not just defensive, but used to push forward. When fighting as a group, soldiers enclosed shields around them to protect against arrows as shields, when wet, could extinguish flaming arrows.  Vitally important, the shield was utilized in all circumstances. Key elements of the shield of faith include:
· Contrary to atheists, everyone has faith—trusts something, even if it is only in our five senses. Therefore, the object of faith is what proves critical.
· Faith in God is trust in Him, based on a true understanding of who He is, as revealed in the Bible.  Heb. 11:1 says, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” Verse 6 stresses the importance of faith: “Without faith it is impossible to please God.” 
· Faith in God has several components. The first is believing that He actually exists but as James 2:19 explains, demons believe in God as well.
· Therefore, the second element of faith in God is commitment. Faith that does not result action is a dead faith (James 1:26).
· A third element is the fruit of faith: a protective barrier between us and the schemes of Satan. When we believe God and take Him at His word, we remain grounded in truth, the lies of the enemy lose their power, and we become overcomers. In this way, faith is our shield.  All believers have this promise: “Everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). 
Key elements to keeping the faith include:

· 1Timothy 4:16 exhorts us to keep the faith: “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them.”
· Keeping the faith requires remembering what brought us to faith in the first place. We need to be intentional about remembering God’s grace in our lives (Hebrews 12:1b–3)

· We must “fix our eyes” on Jesus, remembering the wonderful gift of God’s salvation and following the example of our Savior, who “endured” the trials of this life.
· Psalm 103:2 says, “Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits.” When we praise God, we remember His past goodness, and that makes it easier to keep trusting Him now.
· We must discuss, share and lend testimony to what God has done and is doing in our lives.  Dt. 4:9 says, “Be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.”
· Keeping the faith requires a love of truth and a commitment to the Word of God. 1Timothy 4:1 says that, in the latter days, those who abandon the faith “follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” To accept “another gospel” (Gal. 1:6–7) is to fall into error. Paul exhorted Timothy to “fight the battle well, holding on to faith and a good conscience”; those who ignore this command “have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith” (1 Tim. 1:18–19). We must “test the spirits to see whether they are from God” (1 John 4:1). The Spirit of truth will never lead us into untruth (John 16:13).
· Keeping the faith involves growth in Christ. Jesus is the author of our faith (the one who initiated the relationship), and He is the perfecter of our faith (the one who will see it through to the end).  Practically, this involves having an active prayer life, studying God’s Word, and digging in to His truth as His living Spirit ministers to us moment by moment (John 14:26).
· Keeping the faith is about community. The Christian life is not lived exclusively between God and the individual; it is lived in community with other Christians (Hebrews 10:23–25).  Fellow believers encourage us, exhort us, and join in our gladness and in our sorrow (Romans 12:15).
· Keeping the faith is to purposefully, persistently, personally and publically contend for the convictions of God as outlined in 2 Peter 1:3–11:

· “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life…” (v 3)

· Your faith is foundational in “keeping you from being ineffective or unfruitful” for Jesus Christ (v 8)

· In fact, your faith will keep you from stumbling and “you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (v 11)
· Conclusion: Got faith?  The question is: in what…only Jesus offers salvation.
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