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Habakkuk 1:1 The Burden
Who is Habakkuk?  What is his burden?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:1: “The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Burden” or in the Hebrew, “Massa'” means, “load; load bearing”; “Habakkuk” or “Chabaqquwq” meaning, “to embrace”; “see” or “Chazah” meaning, “behold; experience.”
· Literal Interpretation: The trouble that Habakkuk the prophet struggled with, witnessed and experienced.
· Contextual/Comparison: There are twelve prophets referred to as the Minor Prophets, not because they are of lesser importance, but because their writings are brief. The Twelve include Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.  They follow the writings of the four Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.  What sets Habakkuk apart:
· His name is not Hebrew but foreign, an Akkadian word from ancient Mesopotamia including the regions of Assyria and Babylonia;
· Even before the Jewish people became a nation, the ‘First Couple’ of Judaism, Abraham and Sarah, were converting tens of thousands of idol worshippers to the belief in Yahweh.  One of the most famous Biblical converts was Ruth, the great-grandmother of King David;
· Hearts undergo conversions: morally, psychologically, emotionally, and spiritually. We are what we truly believe (Pr. 23:7). In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word translated “converted” means “to turn back or return.” It is also translated "restore," as in Ps. 23:3.  The picture the Bible paints of the word convert is to return to what we were initially created to be primarily relationally to God;
· The Holy Spirit moves into our spirits and transforms our entire way of life (Acts 2:38; 1 Cor. 6:19-20). We are converted—restored to the relationship God intended us to have with Him;
· The role and work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament is much as in the New Testament: 1) regeneration, 2) indwelling, 3) restraint, and 4) empowerment for service. Evidence of these areas of the Holy Spirit’s work is just as present in the Old Testament as it is in the New Testament.  The major difference is the permanent indwelling of the Spirit in believers following Pentecost.
· Despite his heritage, he is a Levite, one of the singers or musicians in the Temple, perhaps one of the sons of Asaph, because he composes a very fine song recorded in 3:17-19;

· Despite his ability to compose, his initial sentence reflects a direct, no-nonsense personality;
· He is not worried about himself or his pedigree;

· He removes himself almost entirely from the book, avoiding commentary, providing simply a narrative of his conversation with God.  Unlike our selfie culture - the obsession with self-expression, self-esteem, self-promotion and self-defense on social media, Ps. 119:36 says, “Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain.”  The kingdom split; Israel already in captivity and Judah's day of reckoning was near;

· He is an obscure character, not appearing anywhere else in Scripture.  Obscurity is not irrelevancy.  Often the desire for fame is to glorify ourselves (James 4:3; 1 Tim. 6:9). But God's ways are not our ways (Is. 55:8–9). He chooses the humble to accomplish things of eternal value. He chooses simple truths to confuse those who think they are wise (1 Cor. 1:27–28). He does it all so that “no flesh should glory in his presence” (1 Cor. 1:29). That should be our heart's cry to Him: "Lord, let my flesh never glory in Your presence";

· Yet Habakkuk is unique in that for the first time in the Biblical narrative he questions the fairness of God's management of the world - is it really fair how those who are evil seem to win out over those who are righteous?  Habakkuk's cry to God is only a natural response of a man who loved his people and his nation, questioning God concerning the timing and agency of the His plan. Rather than being rebuked for his questions, they are patiently answered, and the prophet ends his book with a song of praise to the Lord demonstrating that sincere questions from an earnest heart is welcomed by God.  When we ‘question God’ it should be from a humble spirit and open mind. We can question God, but we should not expect an answer unless we are genuinely interested in His answer. God knows our hearts, and knows whether we are genuinely seeking or accusing Him.
· Ultimately, he is burdened for God’s reputation, Judah’s welfare and the concepts of justice, fairness and mercy.  The prayer of a righteous person is powerful (forceful) and effective (James 5:16), characterizing Habakkuk.
· Conclusion: What is your burden?  Have you turned to God?  In Him is strength.
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