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Habakkuk 1:2 Crying for Help
Does God not hear our cries?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:2: “O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!”
· Grammatical Usage: “Cry” or in the Hebrew, “Shava`” means, “weep”; “cry out” or “Za`aq” means, “shriek; scream in distress”; “violence” or “hamas” meaning, “extreme wickedness”; “save” or “Yasha`” means, “deliver.”
· Literal Interpretation: O Lord, how long shall I weep for help, and you will not hear?  Or scream in distress to you about extreme wickedness and you will not deliver?
· Contextual/Comparison: Coming right to the point, Habakkuk has told us in 1:1, "All right, here goes. You will not like what I have to say here, but read on." And so he presents his "burden."  He does so beginning with a series of questions:
V 2a: Why is God not answering?  How many Christians have prayed for someone or something, only to have their prayers go unanswered?  Consider:
· How we deal with unanswered prayer is not just for our own benefit but for the benefit of others as well: in fact, we are praying.  Our privilege of prayer is from God, and it is as much ours now as when it was given to Israel (Dt. 4:7) which is a manifestation of a believing heart.  It is faith that pleases God (Heb. 11:6), and if our prayer life is wanting, does that not reflect our spiritual standing as well? ;
· A primary reason why prayer is unanswered is sin.  Sin is the “stopper” to all the potential blessings that we would receive from the infinite “bottle” of God’s mercy! Prayers are heinous in the Lord’s sight when one does not belong to the Lord due to unbelief (Pr. 15:8) or because one is practicing hypocrisy (Mk. 12:38-40).  If we are not walking in the Way or we harbor enmity in our hearts, He does not hear (2 Ch. 7:14; Ps. 66:18; Ja. 4:3);

· Another reason why prayer seems to go unanswered is that the Lord is drawing out of our faith a deeper reliance and trust in Him, which should bring out of us a deeper sense of gratitude, love and humility. In turn, this causes us to benefit spiritually, for He gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; Pr. 3:34).  This is in line with Habakkuk’s situation.  

V 2b: Why does God not deliver His people from extreme wickedness?  To be clear, the people brought this upon themselves and not without multiple prophetic warnings.  Yet, the question isn’t premised upon never, but when:
· Deliverance is defined as “a rescue from bondage or danger.” Deliverance in the Bible is the act of God whereby He rescues His people from peril;

· In the Old Testament, deliverance is focused primarily on God’s removal of those who are in the midst of trouble or danger. He rescues His people from their enemies (1 Sam. 17:37; 2 Kings 20:6), and from the hand of the wicked (Ps. 7:2; 17:13; 18:16-19; 59:2);

· He preserves them from famine (Ps. 33:19), death (Ps. 22:19-21), and the grave (Ps. 56:13; 86:13; Hosea 13:14);
· Informing this scene in Habakkuk is the prophet Ezekiel.  In Ezekiel 9:1-6 is a prophecy, a vision, that he saw while a captive in Babylon. The vision describes what God was doing in Judah and answers, at least in part, Habakkuk's question: "I am going through the land, through My chosen people, and I am marking each one who sighs and cries over what is happening. I am searching out and seeing who is righteous, who has character, and whom I must destroy."
· It is good that we mourn over all the corruption, wickedness, and abominations that are happening in this land. It tells God something about our heart and our character. He is seeking out those who are concerned, distressed, and repulsed by what is occurring around them, and He is setting them apart for deliverance. All the while, we must endure it, but it is a necessary wait, because it takes time for God to evaluate our character, to see what we will do over the long haul. As Jesus advises in Luke 21:19, "By your endurance you will gain your lives."
· So we must ask ourselves, "How do we react to what is happening in our nation?" How do we react to sex and violence in just about all advertising and entertainment? How do we react to terrorism, oppression, to our unjust political system or racial inequalities?  Do we still sigh and cry over the depths of this nation's depravity?  Do we seek God and His will in our lives, our families, our fellowship, our town, our county, our state and our nation?  For this is the progression of Godly influence (Acts 17:6) with the result, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).
· Conclusion: In prayer, are you seeking God’s will or yours?  Thy will be done.
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