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Habakkuk 1:3 The Scourge of Iniquity
What is the impact of iniquity?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:3: “Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Iniquity” or “'aven” in Hebrew means, “guilt worthy of punishment” in the sense of a long, deep, guiltless engagement; “grievance” or “trouble” resulting in toil and labor; “spoiling” or “Shod” or “havoc” resulting in ruin, destruction; “strife” or “quarrels; disputes”; “contention” or “Madown” meaning, “disagreement.” 
· Literal Interpretation: Why do you make me see guilt worthy of punishment, and why do you idly look at trouble causing such toil?  Destruction and violence are before me; quarrels and disagreement arise.
· Contextual/Comparison: When these terms are used in the Old Testament without reference to a specific foreign enemy, they typically characterize God’s people:

V 3a: “Why dost thou show me”: Having started out questioning God’s inaction, the fact that the prophet dwells upon the situation in such detail also tells us he questions his own ministry:
· The result of ministry is fruit, is produced by the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22) with eternal benefit (Jn. 15:16);

· When we neglect our spiritual life, ignore the Word of God, skimp on prayer, and withhold areas of our lives from the scrutiny of the Holy Spirit, we are like a branch broken off the vine. Our lives become fruitless;

· We need daily surrender, daily communication, and daily—sometimes hourly—repentance and connection with the Holy Spirit in order to “walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lusts of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16);

· Staying intimately connected to the True Vine is the only way to “bear fruit in old age” (Psalm 92:14), to “run and not grow weary” (Is. 40:31), and to not “grow weary in well-doing” (Gal. 6:9);

· Fruit is unique to us. God knows what He has entrusted and what He expects us to do with it (Lk. 12:48). Our responsibility before God is to be “faithful with little” so that He can trust us with much (Mt. 25:21).
Habakkuk will come to understand that simply being faithful in the midst of the outward cultural calamity reflecting internal spiritual devastation is righteous fruit.
V3b: “…iniquity”: The Bible indicates levels of disobedience to God, all categorized as “sin”:

· In Ps. 32:5, the psalmist says, “I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.’” In this one verse, “sin,” “iniquity,” and “transgression” are all mentioned. Basically, the three words communicate the same idea: evil and lawlessness, as defined by God (1 Jn. 3:4). However, upon closer examination, each word also carries a slightly different meaning.
· Sin means “to miss the mark.” It can refer to doing something against God or against a person (Ex. 10:16), doing the opposite of what is right (Gal. 5:17), doing something that will have negative results (Pr. 24:33–34), and failing to do something you know is right (Jam. 4:17). In the Old Testament, God instituted sacrifices for unintentional sins (Num. 15:27);

· Transgression refers to presumptuous sin. To transgress is to choose to intentionally, willfully, knowingly disobey. Samson intentionally broke his Nazirite vow by touching a dead lion (Num. 6:1–5; Jud. 14:8–9) and allowing his hair to be cut (Jud. 16:17). David was referring to this kind of sin when he wrote, “Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered” (Ps. 32:1). When we knowingly run a stop sign, tell a lie, or blatantly disregard an authority, we are transgressing;

· Iniquity is more deeply rooted referring to a premeditated choice; refusing repentance. David’s sin with Bathsheba that led to the killing of her husband, Uriah, was iniquity (2 Sam. 11:3–4; 2 Sam. 12:9);
· Iniquity left unchecked leads to a state of willful sin with no fear of God. A “cup of iniquity” being filled to the brim (Gen. 15:16; Rev. 17:4);

· This often applies to nations who have forsaken God completely. Continued iniquity leads to unnatural affections, which leads to a reprobate mind (Rom. 1:28–32).  The sons of Eli are biblical examples of reprobates whom God judged for their iniquities (1 Sam. 3:13–14). Rather than repent, Eli’s sons continued in their abominations until repentance was no longer possible.
In the midst of iniquity stood God’s representative – broken hearted, fearful of God’s judgment, weeping for his people, surveying a surreal scene…yet, untouched by sin at any level, God’s man of the hour: Habakkuk, for a time such as this have ye been called…a ministry now, and to come!  Stand firm!
· Conclusion: Psalm 32:5 ends with these words: “And you forgave the guilt of my sin.” The only sin that God cannot forgive is the final rejection of the Holy Spirit’s conviction to repentance—the ultimate fruit of iniquity.  Take stock!  As God knows the hour of your account, but we do not.  Now is the time of salvation.
PAGE  
1
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

