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Habakkuk 1:5 God is in Control
How do we know God is in control?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:5: “Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously: for I will work a work in your days which ye will not believe, though it be told you.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Behold” or in the Hebrew, “Ra'ah” means, “see; inspect; perceive”; “heathen” or “Gowy” meaning, “non-Hebrews”; “regard” or “Nabat” meaning, “pay attention”; “wonder” or “Tamahh”, “to be dumfounded.”
· Literal Interpretation: “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded.  For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told.”
· Contextual/Comparison: A culture is merely the reflection of its position with God and gets what it deserves based upon its relationship with God:
· “Behold ye among the nations”: There was nothing upon the historical horizon that indicated any possibility of a power about to rise up and destroy Judah.  God is pointing out how foolish we are when we put our trust in circumstances – the limited perception which we have.
· The apostle Paul exhorts Christians to “walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7).  What we see here is a contrast between truth and perception—what we know and believe to be true and what we perceive to be true. This is where the Christian struggle with a lack of faith finds its basis. The main reason why so many Christians struggle with a lack of faith is that we follow our perceptions of what is true rather than what we know to be true by faith;

· Faith, contrary to popular opinion, is not “belief without proof.”  This definition reduces faith to mere fideism—i.e., “I believe despite what the evidence tells me.” Skeptics are right to reject this concept of faith, and Christians should reject it, too. Faith is not belief without proof or belief despite the evidence; rather, faith is a complete trust or confidence in someone or something;

· Our faith is based upon God’s faithfulness to His creation and His people, even to the provision of Jesus Christ and His blood atonement for those who confess their sin, express their need for a Savior and surrender their life to Christ in complete submission;

· As Christians, we are called to believe this message and live in light of it: this was exactly where the people of Judah failed;
· We learn in the book of Hebrews that without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6) because faith is believing the Word of God and acting upon it, not responding to our perceptions.
· “For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told”: The wrong thinking of the Judeans is the same as ours today: since God has not acted, He must not see my sin; or, if He has not acted, He must not care about my sin.  Either way, I can sin with impunity.  Wrong: 
· Divine providence is the governance of God who, with wisdom and love, cares for and directs all things in the universe.  He is sovereign over the universe as a whole (Ps. 103:19), the physical world (Mt. 5:45), the affairs of nations (Ps. 66:7), human destiny (Gal. 1:15), human successes and failures (Lk. 1:52), and the protection of His people (Ps. 4:8). This Biblical conviction stands in opposition to the idea that the universe is governed by chance or fate;

· Through divine providence God accomplishes His will. To ensure that His purposes are fulfilled, God governs the affairs of men and works through the natural order of things (Mt. 5:45). The laws of nature are nothing more than God’s work in the universe. The laws of nature have no inherent power; rather, they are the convictions that God set in place to govern how things normally work. They are only “laws” because God decreed them;

· The primary means by which God accomplishes His will is through secondary causes (e.g., laws of nature and human choice). In other words, God usually works indirectly to accomplish His will;

· God also sometimes works directly to accomplish His will. These works are what we call miracles. A miracle is God’s circumventing, for a short period of time, His natural order of things to accomplish His will. The blazing light that fell on Saul on the road to Damascus is an example of God’s direct intervention (Acts 9:3). The frustrating of Paul’s plans to go to Bythinia is an example of God’s indirect guidance (Acts 16:7). Both are examples of divine providence at work;

· There is a driving cause and effect at work in the world.  Jesus plainly states this in Luke 22:22: “The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!”
Habakkuk begins to understand there is a consequence to every choice: obey and be blessed; disobey and be chastised.  What’s great about God is: your choice!
· Conclusion: The quality of your relationship with God is a direct reflection of your walk with God.  Who, really, is in control of your life?  Truly, God knows.
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