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Habakkuk 1:13-17 God’s Sovereignty 
How can God use evil to correct evil?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:13: “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?”
· Grammatical Usage: “Purer” or in the Hebrew, “Tahowr” means, “physically, ceremonially and ethically perfect”; “treacherously” or “Bagad” meaning, “faithlessly”; “devoureth” or “Bala`” meaning, “swallow up.”
· Literal Interpretation: You who proves perfection in every way of being cannot look at the faithless, why do you idly look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he?
· Contextual/Comparison: Habakkuk 1:5-11 is a prophecy in which God relates His intention to raise up Babylon, a “ruthless” and “dreaded” nation, to achieve His purpose. This raises the question in Habakkuk’s mind: does God sometimes use evil to accomplish His plans?  How?
V 13a: God’s character.  Habakkuk asserts the character of God to be perfect, therefore all His ways, timing and results are unassailable.  It is important to note in the prophet’s struggle he never waivers from the truth about God.  There are many characteristics of God revealed in the Bible. God’s faithfulness leads us to trust Him. His grace prompts gratitude in us. His power incites awe. His knowledge causes us to ask Him for wisdom (James 1:5). Those who know God will conduct themselves in holiness and honor (1 Thess. 4:4–5).  Habakkuk’s inquiry is based upon an acknowledged need for wisdom in an attitude of honor.  He doesn’t understand the circumstance, but he affirms faithfulness.  
V13b: Habakkuk’s dilemma.   Will God use evil to combat evil?  There is an important distinction to be made between God controlling evil and God creating evil. God is not the author of sin, but He can use sinful men to attain an objective. Romans 8:28 says, “For those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” “All things” includes both good and bad things. God can use struggles, heartbreaks and tragedies in ways to bring about His glory and our good. Such events, even though we don’t understand the reason for them, are part of His perfect, divine plan. If God could not control evil, He would not be God. His sovereignty demands that He be in control of everything, even “dreaded” nations such as Babylon.
Our wise and perfect God can and sometimes does use the sin already existing in our world to fulfill His purpose. The perfect example of this is Jesus’ crucifixion: the murder of Christ was an evil act, but through it God redeemed His elect and “disarmed the [demonic] powers and authorities” (Colossians 2:15). In Habakkuk’s day, God’s purpose was to bring judgment on Judah for their idolatry. Babylon was the instrument of His judgment (cf. Isaiah 10:5).  We may struggle with questions about God’s methods as Habakkuk did. How God chooses to operate is up to Him. At times, He intervenes miraculously. Other times, He works behind the scenes. And, yes, God may even allow a certain measure of freedom to evil forces in our world to bring about His design. Like Habakkuk, if we view life from God’s perspective, our response will be to worship the Lord, knowing He is in control of all things.
Vv 14-15: Helpless Judah.  Habakkuk’s argument now is the people have no chance given the Babylonians treat people like fish to be trapped.  It is true that once one lives faithlessly, one is open to evil.  Judea was far from innocent: for forty years Jeremiah warned Judah and begged them to return to God (Jer. 6:14; 8:11; 14:13).  What Judah needed wasn’t great military strength but obedient faith.
Vv 16-17: Haughtiness of the enemy.  Habakkuk employs another point that the Babylonians are more faithless than Judah.  There god was power (v 11), trusting in their military machine (“his net” v 15), “puffed up” (v 4) with arrogance and self-confidence which is the opposite of bended knee and contrite heart to God.  Yet, Judah was worse!  Why?  Unlike the Babylonians, Judah not only had knowledge of but a relationship with God which makes them doubly culpable.  
Like many today, Habakkuk had sincere questions for God.  Three keys:

1. First and foremost, he was humble.  Despite seeming contradiction, dire circumstances and God’s silence, Habakkuk addressed God in humility, awe and reverence.  No matter how confused or frustrated, remember who God is and most certainly act and react accordingly (Isaiah 45:9).
2. He did not doubt God’s character or faithfulness.  He had significant questions, perceived unfairness but always affirmed God keeps his Word (Pr. 105:8).
3. Habakkuk did not question much less doubt God’s sovereignty – His right to rule as He sees fit.  In spite of his arguments failing and failing to get the answer he desired much less understanding God’s reasoning, he nevertheless submitted (Eph. 1:11).  This is how one perseveres with and for God.
· Conclusion: It’s all in the approach.  Humbly trust God with your life and destiny and know His mercy, grace, will and steadfast, faithful love.  Trust Him today.
PAGE  
1
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

