Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                    March 29, 2020
Habakkuk 2:2-3 The Lord Answers Sermon Notes
I appreciate the viewership and reaction to last week’s message, Watching for God.  We identified 8 Biblical keys associated with watching or ‘waiting’ for God based upon Habakkuk’s purposefully positioning himself on his watch tower in anticipation of God’s response.

This week’s message is for all of those who doubt God answers.  We began last week a topic on prayer and it continues to unfold here in Habakkuk 2.  I want to urge everyone to have at the ready the Issues and Answers edition titled simply, “Prayer.”  This will prove a critical element to underscoring and enhancing the Word of the Lord we find here, beginning in:
Habakkuk 2:2 “And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Answered” in the Hebrew is, “`anah” meaning, “respond, reveal; testify”;  Again, Hebrew is not nearly as precise as Greek; it is a language of concept instead of strict definition.  Schooled in Greek, I found Hebrew a bit unruly and, frankly, intimidating.  My thinking is A+B=C – a very Greek oriented approach – structured, rigid, defined – I take comfort in that.  
But Hebrew is not so tightly structured but loosely conceptual, almost philosophical, painting word images to convey a message.  Let me give you an example.  I was teaching in a college age class, made all my points logically, Biblically and drew to an inevitable conclusion.  My professor commented it was tight, well structured and preciously conveyed.  He asked the class their evaluation.  One student raised his hand, was acknowledged and stood up (as we did in those days), paused, and then uttered, “Yea, man, like totally liquid” to which the class almost in unison agreed leaving my professor at a loss as to how to respond.  I leaned over and said, “Doc: he agrees with you.”  Same message – but a very different vehicle.  I have often thought that not only did Jesus NOT come to earth until there was a reasonable transportation grid available to propagate the Gospel, but a more precise language so as NOT to be misunderstood or given anyway an excuse as to interpretation.  
Again, a three-tiered meaning to the word “answered”:

1) God physically, personally, understandably communicates.  Not to just special people or holy people or holier-than-thou people but to those who ask Him.  Given God only speaks truth and that the Bible is God's very words, we can come logically to the following conclusions about communication with God. First, since the Bible says that God hears man (Psalm 17:6, 77:1; Isaiah 38:5), man can trust that when he is in a right relationship with God and he speaks to God, God will hear him. Psalm 77:1 says, “I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, and he will hear me.”
Second, since the Bible is God's words, man can trust that when he is in a right relationship with God and he reads the Bible, he is literally hearing God's spoken word. 
The right relationship with God that is necessary for healthy communication between God and man is evidenced in three ways:

The first is a turning from sin, or repentance. Psalm 27:9, for example, is the plea of David for God to hear him and not turn away from him in anger. From this, we know that God does turn His face away from man's sin and that sin hinders the communication between God and man. Another example of this is found in Isaiah 59:2, where Isaiah tells the people, "But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear." So, when there is unconfessed sin in our lives, it will hinder communication with God.  Let me stop right here and issue an invitation: are you saved but involved, harboring, committing sin?  Necessary for God to hear your prayer is the confession of that sin.
Also, as we cited last week, necessary for communication with God is a humble heart. God speaks these words in Isaiah 66:2, "This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word." 
The third thing is a righteous life. This is the positive side of turning from sin and is marked specifically by effectiveness in prayer. James 5:16 says, "The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective."  Most Christians I know, the last thing they would do is describe their prayer life as “powerful” or “effective.”  
So, 1)
God physically, personally, understandably communicates – next:

2) God reveals truth.  Many call this “conviction” and they would be right.  Yes He does so when he convicts us of a sin we have committed; but He also convicts us to the truth of His Word applied to a situation.  “Reveal” isn’t some kind of truth clouded in mystery in an almost undiscernible veil of haze, wrapped in an enigma.  No, ‘reveal’ is due to the quickening of the Holy Spirit to God’s truth applied to our circumstance.  
3) God testifies to the truth.  God only speaks truth. He never lies, and He is never deceitful. Job 34:12 declares, "It is unthinkable that God would do wrong, that the Almighty would pervert justice."  When asked how he came to the point of giving his life to God in an age of doubt, snickering and secular rampage, Billy Graham very calmly and determinedly said, “When I became convinced of the truth of the first four words of Holy Wirt: “In the beginning God,” the rest was easy.”
“Answered”: God physically, personally, understandably communicates; God reveals truth; God testifies to the truth.  Now our second word:
 “run” or “Ruwts” means, “quick; hurry.”  We live in a hurried age.  Now that most of us in America, if not around the world, are stuck at home over this latest pandemic, we are only in a hurry to get back to the rat race we call life.  
But this is not the meaning of “run” in our text.  What it really means is that God’s message may be, at a glance, communicated and discerned.  You know, why a lot of people…good God fearing people, don’t spend a lot of time with God’s Word?  They’ve convinced themselves they can’t understand it.  All those “thees” and “thous” – seriously?  This was not the intent of God and it is not the reality of God.  The Ten Commandments are not just vaguely clear, but crystal clear.  
Besides having a Bible in a solid translation like the ESV, far more importantly God has filled us with His Spirit (John 14:16-17) who speaks to us, leading and guiding us into all truth (John 16:13). For this reason, Paul instructs believers to “walk by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16), for He is a very present Help in our time of need (Psalm 46:1)! The Spirit will faithfully guide us into the will of God, always causing us to do what is right (Ezekiel 36:26-28; Philippians 2:13). Who better to teach how to live according to all that is written in the Bible than the One who inspired the Bible to begin with—the Holy Spirit Himself? Therefore, let us do our part by hiding the Word in our hearts and obeying the Holy Spirit as He draws that Word into our hearts, minds, actions and reactions.  
· Literal Interpretation: The Lord gave me this testimony: “Write down clearly on tablets what I reveal to you, so that it can be read quickly (at a glance).”
· Contextual/Comparison: In chapter 1, Habakkuk’s complaint was that God wasn’t paying attention to Judah’s sin of abandoning Him, to which God replied He was aware and had a plan.  In chapter 2, having awaited God’s answer to his second complaint, that using the Godless Babylonians was beneath Judah’s standing with the Almighty:
· V 2a: “And the Lord answered me…”  We have spent time on this so I just want to add: What beautiful words and a wonderful assurance.  Imagine the prophet’s emotions at this point in his long conversation with God.  He had stood watch and waited expectantly, likely for a very long time. Again, God always answers the prayers of His own; and He does so clearly, but in His own time.  The Lord unmistakably reveals His will to those who wait on Him and who are willing to obey.  James 5:16 states that “the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.” Jesus taught His disciples that “if you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7). First John 3:22 echoes this truth, saying that we “receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him.”  God may often seem silent to us, but He never sends us away empty-handed. Even if prayer has not been answered, we must rely upon God to do so in His own time. [Jen and the job promise] Even the exercise of prayer is a blessing to us; it is because of our faith that we are stirred to persist in prayer. It is faith that pleases God (Hebrews 11:6), and if our prayer life is wanting, does that not reflect our spiritual standing also? God hears our impoverished cries for mercy, and His silence inflames us with a sense of persistence in prayer. He loves us to reason with Him. Let us hunger for the things that are after God’s heart and let us walk in His ways and not our own. 
If we are faithful to pray without ceasing, then we are living in the will of God, and that can never be wrong (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18). Habakkuk, ready to receive, God answers.
· V 2b: “…write down clearly on tablets what I reveal to you, so that it can be read quickly.”  God’s first instruction to the prophet is to write His answer down.  This is a critical message for the current and future generations, therefore it had to be recorded for all people and preserved.  God is establishing a consistent pattern in how He deals with the wayward, a pattern to be comprehended in the immediate as applied to Judah in 609 BC as well as modern culture of the 21st century in line with “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).   
· V 3a: “For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie.”  God’s vision and plan, “revelation,” will be fulfilled in an appointed time.  Waiting on God means going without answers to prayer, wondering why the wicked seem to prosper, and having desires delayed and hope deferred. God has a greater perspective of life’s events, and His perspective, plans, and schedules are perfect and holy, because He is perfect and holy. The psalmist tells us, “As for God, His way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30). If God’s ways are “perfect,” then we can trust that whatever He does—and whatever His timing—is also perfect. When we grasp that fact, waiting on God is not only made less difficult, it actually becomes joyful.  God tells Habakkuk that His plan for dealing with evil – for establishing justice on earth – would be revealed according to God’s schedule, not Habakkuk’s.  Once again, God tells the prophet to wait as God’s plan would be fully disclosed and fully accomplished in God’s perfect time.  Waiting on God is never easy, but we wait in the knowledge that God knows our situation, He cares for our needs, and He is good to the end: “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12).
· V 3b: “If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.”  God’s plan is a certainty.  The Lord’s message to Habakkuk spoke of the end.  This refers to the end of Babylon’s dominance AND to the end times when Christ returns to set up His kingdom on earth (Heb. 10:37-38; 2 Peter 3:3-4; 8-13).  The Hebrew words in this verse suggest that God’s revelation – His ultimate plans for Babylon and the last days – hastens toward its end.  This does not mean that God’s revelation would be fulfilled quickly or according to Habakkuk’s desired timeframe.  What it does mean is that the fulfillment of God’s plans would not be delayed beyond His appointed time – not even a moment.  While it may seem to tarry, it will surely come.  God’s judgment of evil and His establishment of justice on earth are certainties as all history, “His story”, moves to this climatic finish.
[Issues & Answers: Prayer]
· Conclusion: God hears and answers prayer: what is your need?  Call upon Him.
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