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Habakkuk 2:6-8 Woe to Thieves  
How does God view thievery?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 2:6 “Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay!”
· Grammatical Usage: “Parable” or in the Hebrew, “Mashal” meaning, “truthful taunt; maxim”; “proverb” or “Chiydah” meaning, “riddle to be pondered”; “Woe” or “Howy” means, “alas!” (in terms of certain judgment)”
· Literal Interpretation: Shall not all these take up their truthful taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him to ponder, and say, “Alas, judgments to him who heaps up what is not his own—for how long?—and loads himself with pledges!”
· Contextual/Comparison: As the Lord continues to answer His prophet, five terrifying ‘woes’ are pronounced against the Babylonians yet, as we have seen, they also apply to Judah who have become just like their aggressors. The first woe carries two judgments against the Babylonians:
V 6a: They will be scorned.  Why?  People who take what is not theirs are scorned by their victims and society.  This verse entails both outright theft as well as extortion – the crime of obtaining money by abusing one’s office or authority, including usury.   Judgment is about to fall on all those guilty of oppression, abuse and fraudulent actions toward another.  
· “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:15) is one of the Ten Commandments people can readily recall, even though it is number eight in the Decalogue. And while there may be those who attempt to undermine the authority of the Ten Commandments by suggesting it is part of the Old Covenant, our Lord Jesus, speaking to the rich young ruler, quoted five of them, including this one (Matthew 19:18). The Ten Commandments are part of the moral law of God and, unlike the ceremonial and sacrificial laws of the Old Testament which were given to Israel, they apply to all men in all ages.
· There are many other forms of theft, including taking longer over our lunch breaks at work or arriving late and leaving early.  These are actually forms of stealing from our employers, stealing time they have paid for. 
· The apostle Paul, when discussing God’s commandments, sums up the entire law in the same way as our Lord Jesus did, with “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31; Romans 13:9). And, again like Jesus, he states that this is the fulfilment of the “Law” (Matthew 22:39-40). So, we know from such instructions that “Do not steal,” as with all of the Ten Commandments, is about “loving one another” (John 13:34-35) – not loving oneself which is the sin committed here.
V6b: They will suddenly be opposed by their victims.  Historically, this is what happened to Babylon, especially for the sin of depriving people of their livelihood.  Biblically, even those who seemingly get away with their crimes in this lifetime will be judged at the Judgment of God (Rev. 20:11-15).
V 7: Paul's charge to us in Romans 13:8 to owe nothing but love is a powerful reminder of God's distaste for all forms of debt that are not being paid in a timely manner (Psalm 37:21). Jesus equates lenders to tormenters in Matthew 18:34.  At the same time, the Bible does not explicitly command against all forms of debt.  
V 8: The principle of sowing and reaping is common throughout the Bible.  There are Old Testament verses referring to this conviction: “Those who plant injustice will harvest disaster,” says King Solomon (Proverbs 22:8); “You have planted wickedness, you have reaped evil,” says the prophet (Hosea 10:13); “They will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes,” says Wisdom in Proverbs 1:31. In each case, the law of sowing and reaping goes back to God’s justice.
· While there is the real spiritual conviction at work that, if we sow bad things, we will reap bad things, there is also mercy. Graciously, we do not always reap what we sow. God reserves the right to show mercy on whomever He will, as He said to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion” (Romans 9:15)

· Sometimes, what looks like a harvest is not one. When Job was suffering, his friends considered the trouble as a just punishment from God for some secret sin (Job 4:8). But Eliphaz was wrong. Job was not reaping what he had sown. Experiencing negative circumstances does not necessarily mean we have sown negative things
· “You reap what you sow” holds true both positively and negatively (Galatians 6:8). When we are trusting in our own ability or worth to save us, we are “sowing to the flesh,” and destruction awaits. But when we are selfless, generous, kind, and depending on God’s provision and salvation, we are “sowing to the Spirit” and will reap eternal life.
· Conclusion: Faith in Jesus and the pursuit of godliness is “sowing to the Spirit.” Sowing to the flesh, depending on ourselves and our ability to find our own way without God’s help, will reap nothing but a dead end.  What are you sowing?
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