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Habakkuk 3:12-15 Know the Deliverance of God   
Why does God take care of us?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 3:13: “Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the neck. Selah.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Salvation” or in the Hebrew, “Yesha`” means, “rescue, safety, deliverance, victory”; “people” or “e(“ meaning, “people, kindred”; “anointed” or “Mashiyach” meaning, “Mesiah”; “wicked” or “Rasha`” meaning, “hostile to God”; “discovering” or “`arah” meaning, “make bare, destitute, empty.”
· Literal Interpretation: “You go out to rescue, save, deliver and provide victory for your kindred, to save your Messiah.  You crush the leaders of those hostile to God…their entire household, stripping them bare from head to toe.  Selah.”
· Contextual/Comparison: God’s use of the forces of nature and His intervention in the affairs of this world have distinct purposes, five of which are detailed here:
1. V 12: The Lord came to execute judgment on earth.  A significant transition verse, Habakkuk asserts that God judges sinful, corrupt people – holding them accountable for their actions.  Just as He brought justice – deserved punishment – to His enemies then, he does so today.  Crimes against Himself and His creation will not go unrecognized nor unpunished (Matthew 25:32).  At this point, the prophet sharply refocuses God from avenger to savior and, just like Habakkuk, we need deliverance from gripping fear.  Testimonies recorded in the early part of Psalm 34 were some of David’s men who were with him in the cave of Adullam. One of these gives a testimony which will help us. He says, “I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.”  So he was gripped by fear. What did he do? He brought his fears to the Lord and told Him of his need of deliverance - and what happened? He tells us that he was delivered from all his fears - and it is important to notice the word “all”; look up Proverbs 1:33 to see the Lord’s promise to you about His willingness to free you from fear and to give you peace through faith in Him (see Mark 4:39).
2. V 13a: The Lord came to deliver His people.  The Lord always acts to save, deliver, and preserve His people.  “Let my plea for mercy come into your presence.  Rescue me as you promised” (Psalm 119:170) is a picture of King David praying to the Lord, earnestly requesting deliverance.  Habakkuk knows He will be delivered according to the promises God has given in His Word and according to the examples that are recorded of His mighty deliverances.  Just like Habakkuk, we need deliverance from depression and loneliness.  In 1 Kings 17-19 we see Elijah’s faith shining out at the brook Cherith and in the widow’s house at Zarephath. On Mount Carmel we see it again, and his challenge to the powers of darkness. He stood up to Ahab, Jezebel and the prophets of Baal - what victory! – and then, suddenly, poor Elijah, tired and exhausted, fled for his life (1 Kings 19:3-4). Dejected, fearful and depressed - he even prayed to die! He suffered a spiritual collapse, but God came to his help and delivered him; here is the promise for you: Isaiah 41:10.
3. V 13b:  The Lord came to save His anointed, the Messiah, by preserving the line of Judah.  Habakkuk knows the promise of Genesis 3:15 (God’s messiah was to be born of a woman), coming from the line of Abraham (Genesis 12:3; 22:8) even from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10) that one was coming to deliver from the guilt and penalty of sin.  Point being: God works in the midst of difficult situations – and Habakkuk needed deliverance from a difficult situation.  Yet to come, Daniel was brought before the officials in Babylon for his fidelity to God, as a result of which he was thrown to the lions (Daniel 6:16-17). When he was safely sealed in the lions’ den the king, Darius, was also doing something (vv 18-22). In v 22 we read of his miraculous deliverance, and in vv 26-27 of the king’s decree which ascribed glory to God who had delivered His servant Daniel; and here is the promise for you: Psalm 34:7.
4. V 13c: The Lord came to crush the leader and host of wickedness.  We need deliverance from the power of evil.  Habakkuk has just recited how God has delivered His people from evil.  For we today, what a tremendous struggle is described in Romans 7! Here is a Christian, conscious of the battle which is going on between his old nature and new nature. Notice the agonizing cry in v 24. How greatly this man needed deliverance, and how he longed to be set free from spiritual and moral bondage – the deep, insidious, almost overwhelming influence of evil!  V 25 tells us he was set free; and here is the promise for you: Romans 6:14. 
5. Vv 14-15: The Lord came to secure His victory.  His enemies prove confused,  confounded, caught up in self-inflicted wounds: “Your right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power, Your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy” (Ex. 15:16).
· Conclusion: The Lord’s salvation is to all His kindred.  Psalm 50:15 says, “Call on me in times of trouble.  I will rescue you, and you will honor me.”
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