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Habakkuk 3:6-7 Fear of the Greatness of God   
Should we fear God?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 3:6: “He stood, and measured the earth: he beheld, and drove asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his ways are everlasting.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Stand” or in the Hebrew, “`amad” means, “to make a stand; hold ground”; “measured” or “shake; startle”; “asunder” or “Nathar” means, “to undo”; “ways” or “Haliykah” means, “doing; caravan”; “everlasting” or “ancient and forevermore.”
· Literal Interpretation: “He stands firm and shakes the earth.  He casts a glance and startles the nations.  The oldest mountains thought imperious break apart.  The hills perpetual (now) sink.  The ancient, everlasting paths and way belong to Him forevermore.”
· Contextual/Comparison: The prophet Habakkuk, having asked God to hurry and bring about His judgment so Judah may get through it, does not understand what he has requested.  Suddenly, in an overwhelming vision, God reveals to him not only something about judgment, but something about God’s essence and nature in three separate, historic incidents – the first of which begin in v 6:
"He stood and measured the earth": This alludes to the Ark of the Lord, the symbol of his presence, standing and abiding at Gilgal for the space of fourteen years, while the land of Canaan was subdued by Joshua. And then measured out by him, and divided by lot, as an inheritance to the children of Israel, according to the direction and appointment of the Lord (Joshua 13:1);
"He beheld, and drove asunder the nations": With a look of His He made them give way. He drove the Canaanites out of the land, and separated them from one another, and scattered them about, to make room for His people Israel (Psalm 78:55);
"And the everlasting mountains were scattered": Or, "were broken";
"The perpetual hills did bow": The mountains and hills that were from the beginning of the creation, that were settled upon their bases, and never moved, now trembled, shook, and bowed as Sinai and others did, at the presence of the God of Israel (see Judges 5:5).  Figuratively, these reference the kingdoms and states, kings and princes, greater and lesser, belonging to the land of Canaan, which were shaken, moved, and taken by the Israelites, and brought into subjection. And in like manner kings and kingdoms, comparable to mountains and hills, through the preaching of the Gospel;
"His ways are everlasting": And what He has done in ages past He will do again. His power, His wisdom, and His grace, are unchangeably the same. And all He does in time, every step He takes, is according to His counsels, purposes, and decrees in eternity, will infallibly, utterly, literally come to pass.

This phrase also conveys that God cannot be hindered and frustrated in the execution of His will: what He has begun, He will finish.  And though there are many obstructions in the way of His will, He will go on, and remove them, until He has thoroughly established it and brought it to its highest glory, which He has designed.  This is the warning to us all: "The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining” (Joel 2:10).  This the prophet observes along with the above things, to encourage the faith and expectation of the saints; that the work of the Lord will be revived, and His kingdom and interest promoted and established in the world. Though there may, and will, be many difficulties and distresses previous to it – it is still and already concluded by His will.
V 7: The Lord caused…and causes distress for unbelieving nations symbolized by Cushan and Midian.  These were examples of nations or tribes of people living in the area that had observed or heard of God’s mighty judgments against Egypt.  God had given assurance to Moses: when the nations heard of His mighty power, they would tremble in fear (Ex. 15:14-16; Deut. 2:25; Jos. 2:9; 5:1).
For the unbeliever, the fear of God is the fear of the judgment of God and eternal death, which is eternal separation from God (Luke 12:5; Hebrews 10:31). For the believer, the fear of God is something much different. The believer's fear is reverence of God (Hebrews 12:28-29).  

Proverbs 1:7 declares, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” Until we understand who God is and develop a reverential fear of Him, we cannot have true wisdom. According to Deuteronomy 10:12, 20-21, the fear of God is the basis for our walking in His ways, serving Him, and, yes, loving Him.
Habakkuk understood that his relationship with God entailed fear of His discipline and reverence of His person which drives him to ponder his ways and live in such a manner that pleases God.  Judah had forgotten this; God would remind them.
· Conclusion: Which are you more like: Habakkuk, in right relationship with God or Judah, failing to fear and revere God, subject to His correction?  
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