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Habakkuk 3:16-19 I Will Rejoice in the Lord   
Why will I rejoice in the Lord?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 3:18: “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”
· Grammatical Usage: “rejoice” or in the Hebrew, “exult; triumph”; “LORD” or “Y@hovah” meaning, “the existing One”; “joy” or “Giyl” meaning, “glad; tremble”; “God” or “'elohiym” (plural) meaning, “Creator, Mighty and Strong”; “salvation” or “Yesha`” means, “rescue, safety, deliverance, victory.”
· Literal Interpretation: “even then, I will be exulted and triumph with the only existing One.  I will truly find respectful gladness in God who is the Creator, all Mighty and Strong, who safely rescues, delivers and provides victory in Him.”
· Contextual/Comparison: The last four verses of Habakkuk consciously demonstrate the prophet’s faithful embrace of God’s will (as opposed to reluctant obedience):
V 16: Essentially, in his prayer, Habakkuk has added up his entire conversation with God and come to a stunned horror: the reality of the awful judgment about to fall upon Judah first and Babylon thereafter.  In a reflective tense, Habakkuk now understands how foolish to casually invite God to visit judgment on anyone.  

V 17: Habakkuk commits to praising God regardless of external circumstances. The opening of his hymn delineates a catastrophe: 1) no fruit on the fig trees, 2) no grapes growing on the vines, 3) no olives, 4) no produce of any kind, 5) a lack of sheep, and 6) a lack of cattle.  From Genesis on, God uses circumstances to instruct, demonstrate, correct and encourage (1 Peter 1:6-9).  How can we find joy in the midst of all the challenges, hardships, and painful circumstances?
V 18: Habakkuk’s joy was not dependent on physical blessings. Even if Habakkuk suffered extreme loss, he was determined to praise God. Habakkuk remembered God’s goodness in times past and concluded God was worthy of praise. The prophet might lack olives and grapes, but he would never be without God.

Second, Habakkuk praises God specifically for salvation: “I will take joy in the God of my salvation.” God not only could save; God is salvation. Interestingly, the title “God of my salvation” is used seven times in the Old Testament. Five of these are found in the Psalms (18:26; 25:5; 27:9; 51:14; 88:1), one in Habakkuk, and the other in Micah 7:7.
V 19: Third, Habakkuk recognizes the Lord as His strength.  The truth of God’s present strength caused Habakkuk to trust God even during the most difficult times. Like Habakkuk, we can choose to praise God even in the face of desolation. Like Habakkuk, we can praise God for the salvation He provides in Jesus Christ. And, by seeing God as our source of strength, we, like Habakkuk, can trust God’s promises.  How?

· First, we need to understand that the joy the world gives is not the same as the joy the Spirit gives. Even in the darkest days, when sadness, grief, and loss may threaten to overwhelm you, God’s joy is there.

· Second, we need to understand that God’s joy cannot be taken away. As believers, we are promised the constant presence of the Holy Spirit. We are promised His joy, just as our salvation is assured through Jesus’ one-time sacrifice for all: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete” (John 15:11).
· Third, we need to stop wallowing, whining, and complaining and, like Habakkuk, grab onto God’s joy.  Like a lifeline: choose joy.  Like a high voltage wire release bitterness, anger, and sorrow. As does the prophet, make a conscious decision to choose joy every day. No matter what: (1) we are commanded (1 Thess. 5:16); (2) we will become imitators of Jesus (1 Thess. 1:6); (3) we are not prisoners of things (Heb. 10:34); (4) we will be used of God (2 Cor. 8:2-3);(5) we will be transformed by God (Heb. 12:2).
Practical Application: The application of Habakkuk is that it is permissible to question what God is doing, although with respect and reverence. Sometimes it is not evident to us what is going on, especially if we are thrown into suffering for a period of time or if it seems our enemies are prospering while we are just barely getting by. The Book of Habakkuk affirms that God is a sovereign, omnipotent God who has all things under control. We just need to be still and know He is at work. He is who He says He is and does keep His promises. He will punish the wicked. Even when we cannot see it, He is still on the throne of the universe. We need to stay focused on this: “The Sovereign Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights” (Habakkuk 3:19). Enabling us to go on the heights is taking us to the higher places with Him where we are set apart from the world. Sometimes the way we have to go to get us there is through suffering and sorrow, but if we rest in Him and trust Him, we come out where He wants us.  Is there anywhere else we really want to be?
· Conclusion: Have you chosen God and His way for your life?  Today is the day!
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