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Judah in Captivity #2: Daniel’s Faithful Reaction   
After God identified Assyria as the “rod of mine anger” (Isa. 10:5) used to bring down the Northern Kingdom, Israel, a century later God tells the prophet Habakkuk, “Look! I am raising up the Babylonians, that bitter, impetuous nation that marches across the earth’s open spaces to seize territories not its own,” (Hab. 1:6) to bring down the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  
Habakkuk’s shock at Judah’s culture came in the transition from good King Josiah (640-609 BC; 2 Kings 22–23 and 2 Chron. 4–35) to the awful reigns of the final four kings thereafter.  While his grandfather and father were wicked kings, Josiah from the age of 8, “did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the way of David his father, and he did not turn aside to the right or to the left” ( 2 Kings 22:2).  He raised money to repair the temple, found the Book of the Law, read it and tore his clothes, a sign of mourning and repentance (v 11).   Many reforms followed: the temple was cleansed from all objects of pagan worship, and the idolatrous high places in the land were demolished. Josiah restored the observance of the Passover (2 Kings 23:2–23) and removed mediums and witches from the land. Second Kings 23:25 records, “Before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him.” Judgment was delayed because of Josiah’s godly life and leadership (2 Kings 22:20).   Key aspects of Josiah’s life:

· First, Josiah shows the influence a person can have from a very young age. Even children have enormous potential to live for God and to have great impact;

· Second, Josiah lived a life committed and obedient to God and was blessed for it; 
· Third, Josiah properly responded to God’s Word.  Josiah had Scripture read to the people and made a commitment to live by it. “‘Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I have spoken . . . I also have heard you,’ declares the Lord” (2 Kings 22:19).
But the kings who followed Josiah proved the exact opposite – inviting God’s judgment.  In fact, there were three waves of deportations of Jews from Judah, leaving farmers (Jer. 52:16) but uprooting those of influence for indoctrination:
Daniel 1:8a: “But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself …”
· Grammatical Usage: “Purposed” or in Hebrew, “set in place; determine”; “heart” or “Leb” means, “inner man: mind, understanding, will”; “defile” or “Ga'al” meaning, “desecrate (violently disrespect), pollute, stain.”
· Literal Interpretation: But Daniel determined and willfully set in place in his mind and understanding that he would not violently disrespect, pollute and therefore stain himself…
· Contextual/Comparison: Daniel and friends faced three basic assaults: 
1.  Destroy everything that Daniel and friends knew of God. Wipe out their heritage, wipe out God. Nebuchadnezzar’s plan was to redefine, reorient and reeducate to living according to a Babylonian lifestyle; 
2.  Changed all their names from Godly names to Chaldean pagan names;

 Seduce them by their appetites; make them feel obligated to eat from the king’s table so they can never go back to believing in the God of Judah’s provision.

How did Daniel and his three friends respond?  The first two assaults they had no choice, but the third they challenged. Why?  Because eating pagan food violated God’s laws and defiled the person who ate. It was a response they could control and a line Daniel would not cross as he wouldn’t compromise defiling himself and dishonoring God.  To live an uncompromising life, we have to make commitments to draw a line in our lives - where the Word of God draws them coupled with our ability and responsibility to respond. Based upon Daniel 1: 
1. An uncompromising life creates uncommon standards (v 8a);
2. An uncompromising life creates unashamed boldness (v 8b);

3. An uncompromising life brings unearthly protection from God (v 9);

4. An uncompromising life gives way to unhindered persistence (vv 10-11);

5. An uncompromising life leads to an unblemished faith (vv 12-14);

6. An uncompromising life and God will give unmeasurable blessings (v 17);

7. An uncompromising life brings with it unlimited influence (v 21).
We must not defile ourselves, thereby tarnishing God and His reputation.  Here’s the point: many circumstances simply have to be endured.  But those over which we have influence, we draw the line to honor God by not compromising our relationship with Him, seeking His glorification and His supernatural help to make it so. It requires faith, strength, trust and obedience, all which come from the Holy Spirit. Every circumstance proves an opportunity to live an uncompromising life.
An uncompromising life with unashamed boldness and uncommon standards brings unearthly protection from God giving us unhindered persistence and an unblemished faith which leads to unmeasurable blessings including unlimited influence.

· Conclusion: Looking at the lives of Josiah and Daniel, how do we measure up?  Faithful or compromised?  Every minute is an opportunity from God.  Seize it!
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