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Judah in Captivity #7: God Rules the Kingdom of Men
As we progress in the Exile experience of the Judeans, King Nebuchadnezzar’s role and fate are prominent.  No question used of God, but in which role: antagonist or protagonist?  Does he end ill or well?  The answer to both: all of the above.  
Daniel 4:3: “How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.”

· Grammatical Usage: “great” or in Aramaic, “Rabrab” meaning, “powerful”; “wonders” or in Aramaic, “T@mahh” meaning, “miracles”; “everlasting” or in Aramaic, “`alam” meaning, “perpetual; eternal”; “dominion” or in Aramaic, “Sholtan” meaning, ‘sovereignty.”  
· Literal Interpretation: How powerful are his signs, how mighty his miracles!  His kingdom is an eternal kingdom, and his sovereignty endures from generation to generation.
· Contextual/Comparison: It was time Nebuchadnezzar to learn that God, the Most High and King of heaven, rules in the kingdoms of men, including his own!  In his own words, the king of Babylon relates how it happened:
A. THE DREAM, INTERPRETATION, AND FULFILLMENT

 1. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S FOREWORD...

      A. Addressed to all who dwell on the earth - Daniel 4:1
      B. To declare the signs and wonders of the Most High God - Daniel 4:2-3a
      C. Proclaiming God's kingdom everlasting - Daniel 4:3b
 2. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM...

      A. A dream which troubled him and made him afraid - Daniel 4:4-5
      B. His dissatisfaction with the wise men of Babylon - Daniel 4:6-7
      C. The dream is told to Daniel – 4:8-18
3. DANIEL'S INTERPRETATION...

      A. Daniel is astonished and troubled by the dream - Daniel 4:19
      B. Elements of Daniel's interpretation - Daniel 4:20-26
         i. The tree which became strong and tall represents Nebuchadnezzar

         ii. The king shall be driven from men, dwell among beasts and eat grass

            a) Seven times will pass over him

 b) Understand the Most High rules the kingdom of men 

         iii. The kingdom shall be returned to Nebuchadnezzar

            a) Indicated by the command to leave the stump and roots of the tree

            b) Once he comes to know that Heaven rules

       C. Daniel's counsel for the king to be righteous and show mercy - Daniel 4:27
4. THE DREAM'S FULFILLMENT...

      A. It came to pass at the end of twelve months - Daniel 4:28-29
      B. As the king was boasting about his power and majesty - Daniel 4:30-32
      C. That very hour he was driven from men - Daniel 4:33
         i. He ate grass like oxen

         ii. His body was wet with the dew of heaven

         iii. His hair grew like eagle's feathers, his nails like birds' claws

      D. And the end of the time, understanding returned to the king - Daniel 4:34-35
         i. Prompting him to bless and praise the Most High, who lives forever

         ii. Acknowledging His everlasting dominion and kingdom
        iii. Affirming His will in heaven and earth cannot be restrained
      E. Nebuchadnezzar restored - Daniel 4:36-37
         i. His reason, honor, splendor returned; counselor and nobles restored                               
         ii. Praises the King of Heaven for His truth and justice
                    iii. Honors God Who is able to humble those who walk in pride

B. FIVE SIMPLE LESSONS FOR THE AGES

1. Who rules the roost? (Daniel 4:29-32)

2. Revelation often comes through brokenness (Daniel 4:33)

3. There is no hole so deep that God can't lift you out! (Daniel 4:34)

4. Only the things of God last forever (Daniel 4:34-37)

5. Our Response...speak! (Daniel 4:36-37)

C. Jesus spoke about the 'times of the Gentiles' (Luke 21:24).  This is the time when Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentile nations. Interestingly, it begins with the time of Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian kingdom. It ends at the return of Jesus when he sets up His kingdom in Israel. It is worth noting the parallels in this judgement and that which is still to come:
1. Today’s Gentile age, our great big, political and religious tree will someday be hewn down and be destroyed;
2. Nebuchadnezzar's great humiliation in becoming a beast points us to the end of this Gentile age of apostasy from God; the attitude of the beast will be the attitude of the nations;
3. The stump of the great tree which remains in the field suggests the fact that the judgments which fall upon the nations in the time of the end will not completely destroy all nations;
4. The millennium is also seen in this chapter in the restoration of Nebuchadnezzar and in the praise He gives to the Most High;
5. The last report of Nebuchadnezzar is proper praise of God, foreshadowing  every tongue confessing! 
· Conclusion: Have you confessed Jesus as Lord?  You will: now…or later.
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