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Judah in Captivity #13: Rekindling of Hope (Lamentations 3)
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.    In Lamentations 3, Judah’s journey from despair to hope hinges on the character of God – His loving kindness, compassion and faithfulness.  
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…
A. (Vv 1-18) The starting point: no strength…no hope for the prophet as he is viewed as the suffering servant.  
1. (Vv 1-6) No light for the afflicted prophet because the Life-Giver is against him.  
2. (Vv 7-12) No help because the Helper has become the Hunter

3. (Vv 13-18) No peace or happiness or strength or hope – instead pain and derision 

B. (Vv 19-42) The turning point: the character of God rekindles hope for Judah – His loving kindness, compassion and faithfulness.  
1. (Vv 19-21) A broken spirit is the foundation for hope

2. (Vv 22-24) The character of God is the basis for hope: key to the entire book
Lamentations 3:22-24: It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  24 The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.
· Grammatical Usage: V 22: “Lord” or in the Hebrew, “Y@hovah” meaning, “Jehovah: "the existing One"; “mercies” or “Checed” or, “goodness, kindness, faithfulness”; “consumed” or “Tamam” meaning, “depleted; finished; ended”; “compassion” or “Racham” meaning, “to love, have mercy, have tender affection”; V 23: “faithfulness” or “'emuwnah” meaning, “firmness, fidelity, steadfastness”; V 24: “portion” or “Cheleq” meaning, “award”; “hope” or “Yachal” meaning, “wait; expect.”
· Literal Interpretation: Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not perish, for his mercies never end.  23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!  24 I say, “The Lord is my portion, therefore I will put my hope in him.
3. (Vv 25-27) Patient endurance is the blessed pathway to hope

4. (Vv 28-30) The loneliness of rejection and reproach is the training ground for hope (the fertile soil for hope)

Lamentations 3:32 - “But though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Grief” or in the Hebrew, “Yagah” means, “to afflict, grieve, suffer, cause grief”; “compassion” or “Racham” meaning, “to love, have mercy, have tender affection”; “multitude” or “Rob” meaning, “numerous, abundance, greatness”; “mercies” or “Checed” meaning, “goodness, kindness, faithfulness.”
· Literal Interpretation: “Even if he causes suffering, he will show tenderness according to the abundance of his faithfulness.”

5. (Vv 31-33) The restorative goal of discipline is the perspective of hope

6. (Vv 34-36) The justice of the Lord is the encouragement of hope 
7. (Vv 37-39) The vindication of God’s judgment is the grounds for repentance (leading to hope)

8. (Vv 40-42) The response of repentance is the prerequisite for hope

C. (Vv 43-66) The destination point: expectation of deliverance and vengeance on her enemies.  
1. (Vv 43-54) No resolution yet – just pain and destruction and apparent hopelessness

2. (Vv 55-66) Expectation of deliverance and vengeance
· Conclusion: According to Ps. 33:18, the eye of the Lord is upon those that hope in His mercy.  Need hope?  Turn your eyes upon Jesus.
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