Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                       October 11, 2020
Judah in Captivity #14: Leadership, Sin and Reckoning (Lamentations 4)
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.  In Lamentations 4, God refines and clarifies His judgments as both righteous and justified, emphasis upon the culpability of the nation – especially due to the corruption of Judah’s leadership.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…
I. (Vv 1-10) Devastation of the exile detailed by Jeremiah’s eyewitness account, contrasting former glory and present humiliation.  
A. (Vv 1-5) First series of contrasts

1. (Vv 1-2) Present distress contrasted with former glory
2. (Vv 3-5) Cruelty of starvation 

B. (V 6) Problem = unimaginable Sin (worse than Sodom)

C. (Vv 7-10) Second series of contrasts 

 1. (Vv 7-8) Present distress contrasted with former glory –

 imagery of strength and health vs weakness and withering

 2. (Vv 9-10) Cruelty of starvation – resorting to cannibalism

II. (V 11) Devastation accomplished by the anger of the Lord
The LORD hath accomplished his fury; he hath poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof.

· Grammatical Usage: “accomplished” or in the Hebrew, “Kalah” meaning, “exhausted; completed”; “Zion” or “Tsiyown” meaning “parched place” (another name for Jerusalem especially in the prophetic books); “foundations” or “Y@cowd” meaning, “base” (leadership).
· Literal Interpretation: The Lord has exhausted his wrath, poured out his burning anger; he has ignited a fire in Jerusalem, and it has consumed her leadership.

III. (Vv 12-20) Devastation shocks a watching world and Judah’s corrupt leaders 

A. (Vv 12-16) Response to the devastation

1. (V 12) Response by the watching world – had viewed Jerusalem as impregnable

2. (V 13) Culpability of corrupt leaders – had viewed themselves as untouchables as the Lord’s anointed

3. (Vv 14-15) Response by Israel’s corrupt leaders (now despised)
a. Wandering, scattered, blind

 
“They wandered, blind, in the streets”

 
b. Defiled, unclean as lepers

“They were defiled with blood so that no one could touch their garments.  ’Depart! Unclean!’ they cried of themselves.   ‘Depart, depart, do not touch!’”

 
c. Unwanted and rejected

 “So they fled and wandered; Men among the nations said, ‘They  shall not continue to dwell with us.’”

 4. (V16) Response by the Lord

 
a. Driven from the Lord’s presence

 “The presence of the Lord has scattered them,”

 
b. Denied the divine favor

 “He will not continue to regard them;”

 
c. Disciplined for insubordination

 “They did not honor the priests, they did not favor the elders.”

B. (Vv 17-20) Additional causes for the devastation

1. (Vv 17-18) Futility of foreign alliances

2. (Vv 18-19) Futility of fleeing

3. (V 20) False security in human leadership

IV. (Vv 21-22) Devastation awaits the gloating enemies of Judah 
A. (V 21) Your turn is coming, Edom

B. (V 22A) Your turn is completed, Judah
 “The punishment of your iniquity has been completed, O daughter of Zion; He will exile you no longer.”

C. (V 22B) Your turn is coming, Edom

“But He will punish your iniquity, O daughter of Edom; He will expose your sins!”

· Conclusion: Again, God keeps His Word.  If we confess our sin – He responds; if we continue in our sin – He responds.  It is your call.
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