Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                       October 18, 2020
Judah in Captivity #15: Lord, restore us! (Lamentations 5)
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.  In Lamentations 5, the Lord is beseeched through prayer.    

Lamentations 5:1 - “Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Remember” or in the Hebrew, “Zakar” meaning, “call to mind”; “consider” or “Nabat” or, “look, regard, deliberate”; “behold” or “Ra'ah” or , “perceive”; “reproach” or “Cherpah” meaning, “condition of shame, disgrace.”
· Literal Interpretation: Lord, call to mind – look, regard and deliberate what has happened to us.  Perceive, and see our shame and disgrace!
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…
A. (V 1) Finally, a prayer of confession and contrition.
B. (Vv 2-18) 14 indignities of rejecting God countered by 14 blessings of faithfulness to God:  
1. (V 2) Bankrupt – spiritually and physically
“In Christ Jesus we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7)…“In Him we have also received an inheritance,” (V 11)… “so that in the coming ages he might display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (2:7)

2. (V 3) Destitute like orphans and widows

“See what great love the Father has given us that we should be called God’s children—and we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it didn’t know him” (1 John 3:1)
3. (V 4) Held hostage for basic necessities

“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you” (Matthew 6:33)
4. (V 5) Worn out

“Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28)

5. (V 6) Enslaved
“For freedom, Christ set us free. Stand firm, then, and don’t submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1)

Note: v 7: Emphasis upon “father’s” sin as opposed to the next generation; hence, the exile was destined for 70 years.  
6. (V 8) Oppressed
“…if we endure, we will also reign with him;” (2 Timothy 2:12)

7. (V 9) At risk to obtain bread
“I am the bread of life,” Jesus told them” (John 6:35)

8. (V 10) Starved
“He leads me beside quiet waters...He renews my life” (Ps. 23:2b, 3a)

9. (V 11) Ravished
“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:28)

10. (V 12) Disrespected / Humiliated
“But you, Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, and the one who lifts up my head” (Psalm 3:3)

11. (V 13) Overworked
“Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; He will never allow the righteous to be shaken” (Psalm 55:22)
12. (V14) Leaderless
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11)

13. (V 15) Reduced to mourning
“Now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy completed in them” (John 17:13)

14. (V 16a) Fallen from glory to derision
“I have given them the glory you have given me, so that they may be one as we are one” (John 17:22)
      (V 16b) Confession:  “Woe to us, for we have sinned!”

C. (Vv 17-18) The impact of turning away from God
1. (V 17) Hope almost extinguished

2. (V 18) Desolation and insecurity
D. (Vv 19-22) The final appeal 
1. (V 19) Dominating conviction: God is always in charge

2. (V 20) Perception of being forgotten

3. (V 21) Plea for restoration

4. (V 22) Possibility of ultimate rejection
· Conclusion: When a person or a culture turns away from God, the answer is turn back to Him with a prayer of confession and contrition.  God is there…waiting and willing.
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