Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                               November 1, 2020
Judah in Renewal #2: Despite Opposition, God Prevails (Ezra 4-6) 
Previously in chapters 1-3, King Cyrus of Persia decrees that the Jews may return and rebuild the Temple. The return of the first group of the exiles is recorded. The offering of sacrifices is resumed, and the rebuilding of the Temple is begun.  Now, in chapters 4-6, opposition arises yet God prevails.
Ezra 4:1: Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel
· Grammatical Usage: “Adversaries” or in the Hebrew, “tsar” means, “foe; enemy; oppressor”; “Lord” or ““Y@hovah” meaning, “the Existing One”; “God” or “Elohim” meaning, “God” in the sense of emphasizing greatness, power, and prestige.
· Literal Interpretation: When the foes who became enemies and oppressors of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple for the Existing One, the powerful God of Israel,
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word…
I. HINDRANCES TO THE PROJECT (4:1-24): As the Jews rebuild the temple, their enemies try to hinder them in several ways.

A. Compromise (4:1-3): Some enemies of the Jews try to make them compromise their standards.

1. The request (4:1-2): Some pagans in the land offer to aid in the Temple construction.

2. The refusal (4:3): The Jewish leaders decline their offer.

B. Coercion (4:4-5): Local residents try to discourage and frighten the Jews as they rebuild; bribing agents to work against the Jews.

C. Condemnation (4:6-24): The enemies write letters to King Xerxes and King Artaxerxes, accusing the Jews of being rebellious.

1. The message to the king (4:6-16)

a. The slander (4:6-13): The enemies warn King Artaxerxes the Jews will revolt 

b. The suggestion (4:14-16): The enemies suggest that King Artaxerxes check the ancient records himself to learn of the rebellious history of Jerusalem.

2. The message from the king (4:17-24)

a. What he discovers (4:17-20): Artaxerxes' search confirms the rebellious history of Jerusalem.

b. What he demands (4:21-24): He orders all work on the Temple and the city to be halted immediately.

II. HEADWAY ON THE PROJECT (5:1-6:22): Eventually the Temple is rebuilt, despite the many obstacles along the way.

A. The prophets in Judah (5:1-2): The prophets Haggai and Zechariah spur the Jews on to restart the rebuilding of the Temple.

B. The potentate in Persia (5:3-6:22)

1. The rebuke (5:3-5): Again the Jews' enemies create difficulties for them. The governor of the province demands to know who gave them permission to rebuild the Temple.

2. The report (5:6-16): The governor sends a letter to Darius, the new king of Persia, reporting the Jews' activities.

3. The request (5:17): In his letter the governor mentions the Jews' claim that Cyrus granted them permission to rebuild, and he asks Darius to see if this is true.

4. The reply (6:1-12): Persian records reveal that Cyrus had indeed granted the Jews permission to rebuild the Temple. So Darius gives the following instructions:

a. Allow the Jews to rebuild their Temple (6:6-7).

b. Assist the Jews in rebuilding their Temple (6:8-12): Darius instructs the governor to use tax revenues to fund the project.

5. The results (6:13-22)

a. The completion of the Temple (6:13-18)

(1) The job ends (6:13-15): The Temple is finished during the sixth year of Darius's reign.

(2) The joy begins (6:16-18): The Temple is dedicated with a joyous occasion of praise and

thanksgiving!

b. The celebration of Passover (6:19-22)
· Conclusion: Returning and rebuilding are repeated in the life of every Christian who returns from the captivity of sin.  No matter how long, God is ready to forgive us, show us how to rebuild our lives and reestablish the temple of the Holy Spirit in our lives. The invitation is open to you!  
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