Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                December 6, 2020
Judah in Renewal 6: The Wall of Prayer
Nehemiah outlines convictions which must be adhered to if anything lasting is to be accomplished for God.  It is also a book about ordinary people whom God chooses to use to advance His Kingdom, a great encouragement.  And prayer is the starting point:
Nehemiah 1:4 – “And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven”
· Grammatical Usage: Three key verbs: “mourned” or in the Hebrew, “'abal” meaning, “lament; deep sorrow/regret”; “fasted” or “Tsuwm” means, “to abstain”; “prayed” or “Palal” meaning, “to intercede.”
· Literal Interpretation:  When I heard these words, I sat down and wept. I experienced deep sorrow and regret for a number of days, abstaining from food and interceding before the God of the heavens.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word:
II. (:4) THE CONCENTRATED GRIEF OF GOD’S CONCERNED SERVANT

A. Emotional Response of Intense Grief 

1. Attentive to kingdom priorities

2. Shocked into interrupting normal activities 

3. Overcome with intense grief: “and wept and mourned for days;”

B. Spiritual Response of Seeking the Lord

1. Concentrated Approach

a. Shutting out Distractions by Fasting (Esther 4:16; Daniel 9:3; 10:3)

b. Focusing on God in Prayer

2. Covenant Access to a Sovereign King: “before the God of heaven.”

III. (:5-11) THE REPENTANT PLEA FOR COVENANT RENEWAL

A. (:5-6a) Calling on the Covenant God for Merciful Attention -- 

 
“I said, I beseech You,”

1. Appeal to the Majesty of God

a. Majestic Sovereignty: “O Lord God of heaven,”

b. Majestic Greatness: “the great and awesome God,”

c. Majestic Covenant Loyalty: “who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,”

2. Appeal to Intercession:  “let Your ear now be attentive”  

3. Appeal to the Covenant Relationship with Israel: “on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants”

B. (:6b-7) Covenant Breaking -- Humble Confession of Sin

1. Confessing Sin as Both Corporate and Individual

a. General -- Corporate Sins:  “Confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against You;”

b. Specific -- Personal and Immediate Family Sins: “I and my father’s house have sinned.”

2. Confessing Sin as Wickedness against a Holy God: “We have acted very corruptly against You”

3. Confessing Sin as Disobedience: “and have not kept…” 

C. (:8-10) Covenant Renewal – Reviewing Conditions for Scattering vs Regathering

1. Covenant Obligations Remembered For Scattering vs Regathering

a. For Scattering: “'If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among the peoples;”
b. For Regathering: “but if you return to Me...”
2. Covenant Investment Historically of God’s Sovereign Grace and Power: "They are Your servants and Your people whom You redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong hand.”
D. (:11) Closing Request for Gracious Success

1. Success of God’s Servants is Consistent with Glorifying God’s Name

a. Intercessory Prayer Humbly Offered by God’s Servant Nehemiah:  "O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant”

b. Intercessory Prayer for the Benefit of God’s People Glorifying God’s Name:  “and the prayer of Your servants who delights to revere Your name,”
2. Success Only Comes as a Gift of God’s Grace

a. Goal = Quick Success: “and make Your servant successful today”
b. Tactic = Stirring up the compassion of the king: “and grant him compassion before this man."
3. Success Involves the Providential Dispensation of our Circumstances: “Now I was the cupbearer to the king.”
· Conclusion: Walls are moved by walls of prayer.  Commit to more prayer.
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