Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                February 14, 2021
Judah in Renewal 13: Defending Against Fear
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads through the pitfalls of fear as they face angry opposition.    
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  
Nehemiah 4:11 – “And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Adversaries” or in the Hebrew, “tsar” meaning, “enemy, oppressor”; “know” or “yada`” meaning, “to see and perceive, find out and discern”; “slay” or “harag” meaning, “kill with deadly intent”; “cease” or “shabath” meaning, “desist; destroy”
· Literal Interpretation: “And our enemies intending to oppress us said, ‘They will not perceive, find out, discern or see (us) till we come among them with intent to kill them and stop…as well as destroy the work.’”
I. Covert Conspiracies (V 11)

3 intimidating objectives; all planned and carried out in secret: 

a. Infiltration
1. Jesus said, "The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light" (Mt. 6:22)

2. Our eyes are the entrance to our hearts and minds and, as such, they provide a doorway to our very souls, whole being
3. “Good eyes” = perception; how we perceive what we see that makes the difference between godliness and ungodliness
4. If our eyes are good, our whole person will be illuminated
 b. Annihilation: “…Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14)
1. His intention is to blind us to truth and corrupt our minds, and he uses our ‘eyes’ to gain entrance to our hearts
2. Bad eyes lead to bad perception, walking in darkness resulting in stumbling, falling and failing

3. If we allow our eyes to linger on evil, we are so affected by what we see that darkness actually begins to emanate from within, corrupting us and those around us

c. Cessation: Believers must resist him soberly, vigilantly, and steadfastly, aware of the reality of his plans to tempt us to make us unfruitful for the Lord (2 Corinthians 2:11)

II. Fear – Failing Hearts (V 12)
 “When the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times, ‘They will come up against us from every place where you may turn,’”


The Bible mentions two specific types of fear:
a. Fear of the Lord: is beneficial and is to be encouraged
1. It is the beginning of wisdom and leads to good understanding (Psalm 111:10), therefore only fools despise wisdom and discipline (Proverbs 1:7)

2. Furthermore, fear of the Lord leads to life, rest, peace, and contentment (Proverbs 19:23) as it is the fountain and life (Proverbs 14:27) and provides a security and a place of safety for us (Proverbs 14:26)

b. The "spirit of fear" (2 Timothy 1:7) does not come from God

1. Fear becomes a prison (Genesis 3:8).  When fear takes over, we want to hide from everyone, especially God. Our fear keeps us in bondage 
2. Fear makes you lose your focus (Nehemiah 4:12)
3. Fear makes you listen to outside influences (Num. 13:31-32).  God had taken Joshua from slavery, safely through the Red Sea, and provided nourishment and helped conquer enemies.  The path of following God is never easy, but fear can cause you to turn your ear to those who are not on the same path
4. Fear creates obstacles.  The first time God’s commandment of, “Do not be afraid” is recorded in the Bible is when he was talking to Abram (Gen. 15:1) about leaving all he knew. Do not allow whatever fear you are experiencing to create an obstacle to believing God. He is greater than any fear you will face
5. Fear keeps you from facing the battle (2 Chronicles 20:17).  Our world is full of battles. Global pandemics, broken relationships and chronic unrest seem too great to conquer. Just like Jehoshaphat, admit your weakness, position yourself before God and face the battle. God will do the fighting, look to Him to guide you into the next step to take in the battle before you, trusting Him for victory
6. Fear causes doubt (James 1:6).  Fear suggests your circumstances will never change therefore God is not sovereign (all-knowing and in full control)

7. Fear makes you forget God’s truth (Ps. 78:42). God’s peace and promises are tested when circumstances fill you with fear
· Conclusion: Honestly, are you living in faith or living in fear?  Either way, your answer should drive you to your knees seeking God’s sustaining mercy & power. 
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