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Judah in Renewal 18: Defending Godly Worship 
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads by defending Godly worship.   
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  Nehemiah 7 details three preparations that reflect the importance of worship:
1. 7:1-4: The commanding of God’s people: true godly worship is eroded when leaders are lax in their governing and in their guarding
A. (Vv 1-2) Principles of Governing Diligently
i. Key priorities pursued in leadership
ii. First things first – nothing happens until you have basic perimeter security
iii. Finishing touches: “and I had set up the doors,”
iv. Focus on core functionality: “and the gatekeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed”
v. Key people positioned in leadership 
Nehemiah 7:2 – “That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem: for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many.”
· Grammatical Usage: “faithful” or in the Hebrew, “'emeth” meaning, “sure, reliable, continually stable”; “feared” or “yare'” meaning, “respect, honor, revere.”
· Literal Interpretation: Then I put my brother Hanani in charge of Jerusalem, along with Hananiah, commander of the fortress, because he was a sure, reliable and stable man who respected, honored and revered God more than most.
B. (Vv 3-4) Principles of Guarding Securely
i. Take extra precautions where necessary:  “Then I said to them, ‘Do not let the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot, and while they are standing guard, let them shut and bolt the doors.’”
ii. Task each member with their responsibility: “Also appoint guards from the inhabitants of Jerusalem, each at his post, and each in front of his own house.” 
iii. Taylor the security to the particular vulnerabilities of the situation: “Now the city was large and spacious, but the people in it were few and the houses were not built.”
2. (Vv 5-65) The community of God’s people – they must assemble in accordance with God’s guidelines for worship.
A. (V 5) Task of enrollment of those dedicated to God’s Kingdom purposes: “Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles, the officials and the people to be enrolled by genealogies. Then I found the book of the genealogy of those who came up first in which I found the following record.”
B. (Vv 6-7) Recognition of Rulers who understood the importance of Jerusalem
C. (Vv 8-65) Recognition of roles: look at the emphasis on roles that facilitate Godly Worship:

i. (Vv 8-38) People of Israel
ii. (Vv 39-42) Priests

iii. (Vv 43-45) Levites

iv. (Vv 46-60) Temple servants and Sons of Solomon’s servants
D. (Vv 61-65) Purity of Worship: purity of the church must be maintained

3. (Vv 66-73) The consecration of God’s people: priority of the house of God
A. (Vv 66-69) Strength in Numbers – people of God much stronger when assembled together
i. The people: “The whole assembly together was 42,360, besides their male and their female servants, of whom there were 7,337; and they had 245 male and female singers.”
ii. Their mounts: “Their horses were 736; their mules, 245; their camels, 435; their donkeys,6,720.”
B. (Vv 70-72) Sacrificial giving – God raises up the resources to accomplish His work
i. Political leader: “The governor gave to the treasury 1,000 gold drachmas, 50 basins, 530 priests’garments.”
ii. Family leaders: “Some of the heads of fathers’ households gave into the treasury of the work 20,000 gold drachmas and 2,200 silver minas.”
iii. General public: “That which the rest of the people gave was 20,000 gold drachmas and 2,000 silver minas and 67 priests’ garments.”
C. (V 73) Secondary priorities – emphasizing God’s work does not hinder the provision of our personal needs

· Conclusion: Are you consecrated to God? He provides for those who are.
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