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Judah in Renewal 29: Profaning the Sacred
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 13 by reacting to corrupted choices.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Following Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem, he is shocked at the spiritual decay evidenced by previous personal and cultural sins.  Having dealt with corrupted worship in the temple, he now deals with corrupted lifestyle choices the people have made:

I. Violating God’s convictions is a heart issue

A. Faithlessness: no satisfaction in God or trust in His provision
Nehemiah 13:15: “In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses on the Sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on donkeys, and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of loads, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I warned them on the day when they sold food.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Sabbath” or in the Hebrew, “shabath” meaning, “cease; desist; intermission”; “warned” or “`uwd” meaning, “to protest and reiterate.”  
· Literal Interpretation: At that time I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath: the day of intermission from work. They were also bringing in stores of grain and loading them on donkeys, along with wine, grapes, and figs. All kinds of goods were being brought to Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. So I protested and underscored to them against selling food on that day.
B. Fearless -- no fear of God

“Also men of Tyre were living there who imported fish and all kinds of merchandise, and sold them to the sons of Judah on the Sabbath, even in Jerusalem...What is this evil thing you are doing, by profaning the Sabbath day?”  What was the Sabbath intended for?
1. Established so the people would rest from their labors, only to begin again after a one-day rest
2. The Sabbath symbolized the coming of the Messiah, who would provide a permanent rest for His people
3. God instituted as a foreshadowing of our complete rest in Christ
4. By saying, "The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath" (Mark 2:27), Jesus was restating the truth that the Sabbath rest was instituted to relieve man of his labors, just as He came to relieve us of our attempting to achieve salvation by our works. We no longer rest for only one day, but forever cease our laboring to attain God’s favor. Jesus is our rest from works now, just as He is the door to heaven, where we will rest in Him forever.
5. To defy the Sabbath was to defy God and His provision (materially/spiritually)

C. Foolish -- no wisdom from lessons of history

"Did not your fathers do the same so that our God brought on us, and on this city, all this trouble? Yet you are adding to the wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath."


II. Nehemiah’s corrective action proved very practical 

A. Confrontation: Verbal Rebuke 

“So I admonished (warn, call to witness against) them on the day they sold food.”

“Then I reprimanded (strived; contended with) the nobles of Judah and said to them, ‘What is this evil thing you are doing, by profaning the Sabbath day?’” 

B. Confinement: closing off opportunity

“And it came about that just as it grew dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I commanded that the doors should be shut and that they should not open them until after the Sabbath. Then I stationed some of my servants at the gates that no load should enter on the Sabbath day.”
C. Consequences: Threat of Force

“Once or twice the traders and merchants of every kind of merchandise spent the night outside Jerusalem. 21 Then I warned them and said to them, ‘Why do you spend the night in front of the wall? If you do so again, I will use force against you.’ From that time on they did not come on the Sabbath.”
D. Consecration: Purification and Refocusing

“And I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves and come as gatekeepers to sanctify the Sabbath day.”


III. Seeking God’s favor for courageous living 

“For this also remember me, O my God, and have compassion on me according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness.”

A. “Favor” is “demonstrated delight” (Isaiah 66:22; Second Chronicles 16:9)

B. God seeks out those who love Him and love His commands so that He can bless, guide, and protect them (Psalm 37:23; Proverbs 3:5–6)
C. This does not mean that everyone who is prosperous or healthy has found favor with God (Jer. 12:1; Ps. 37:7; 73:16). Nor does it mean that those whom the Lord favors will never suffer difficulties (2 Cor. 6:4; Acts 14:22)

D. The Lord invites us to seek His favor (Ps. 119:58). When we seek His favor, we humble our hearts before Him (2 Kings 22:19); seek Him for Himself, not just for the blessings He gives (Jer. 29:13); and arrange our lives around loving Him with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27). We seek first His kingdom and righteousness (Matthew 6:33).
· Conclusion: Do you have God’s favor?  It depends: do you favor God?
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