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Judah in Renewal 32: Remember Me, O God
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he looks to God as he looks back.  
Nehemiah 13:31c: “…Remember me, O my God, for good.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Remember” or in the Hebrew, “zakar” means, “to record; recall”; “God” or “'elohiym” meaning, “infinite, all-powerful God”; “good” or “towb” meaning, “beneficial; favor”.
· Literal Interpretation: Recall me, my God – infinite and all-powerful, with favor.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  The church today could use leaders like Nehemiah.  We have a lot of rubbish to remove and rebuilding to accomplish before the world will believe our God is real and His message is worth believing.  The successful Believer should incorporate Nehemiah’s qualities:
1. He had a tender heart (Nehemiah 1:4)

Nehemiah enters upon a four-month period of prayer and fasting, during which time he identifies with the whole Jewish nation, and intercedes for them.
2. He knew he was called of God (Nehemiah 2:8)
When all else fails, the call of God gives strength and resolution to get the job done.
3. He submitted to authority (Nehemiah 2:7)
Nehemiah was dependable because he was accountable to God and the king.
4. He made a fearless request (Nehemiah 2:1-10)

He lived Ps. 56:11: "In God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"
5. He had a courageous spirit (Nehemiah 2:11-20)

The stronger the opposition the bigger the opportunity.  Satan never opposes anything that is insignificant.
6. He had an undaunted will (Nehemiah chapter 3; 4:1-11)

The spiritual reality is that God enables us to overcome all difficulties while accomplishing the work which He has set us to do.
7. He had a diligent plan (Nehemiah 4:12-23)

We, too, must go about our task with a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other.
8. He was able to discern the tactics of the enemy (Nehemiah 6:1-4)
Identified Satan’s tactics from roaring lion to a serpent set upon deceiving
9. He worked hard (Nehemiah 4:6)
A secret to his success was willingness to sacrifice and work hard
10. He had wise responses (Nehemiah 6)

The calls to lower standards and compromise were met with faith statements
11. He completed tasks (Nehemiah 7)

It takes just 52 days for Nehemiah to complete the tremendous task of rebuilding the ruined walls of Jerusalem.
12. He was a man of vision – understood God’s kingdom purposes for his times (Nehemiah 2:17-18)
Rare when you combine a visionary with a man of practical implementation

13. He was a man of courage – would not be intimidated or discouraged – understood the

tactics of the enemy (Nehemiah 6:1-9)
“Success is never final and failure is never fatal: It’s courage that counts.”

14. He was a man who could motivate others – get them to stay on task and use their gifts (Nehemiah 2:18)
He proved humble enough to know he couldn’t go it alone
15. He was a man of decisive action (Nehemiah 2:20)
With a servant mentality (like Jesus), he led by example
16. He was a man who had a high view of the Word of God and a low view of sin (Nehemiah 9:3)
He knew God which lead to righteous indignation and confrontation with sin

17. He was a man who could accomplish great things for God through commitment, determination and perseverance (Nehemiah 6:15, 16)
President of Wheaton College, Dr. Raymond Edman, used to remind we students, “It’s always too soon to quit.”

18. He lived an exemplary live (Nehemiah 1:11)
Nehemiah was a deeply devout man, and the retention of his faith and patriotism amid the pressures of a heathen environment show that he possessed “the inner walls that protect the soul’s secret shrine”. His confidence that he was doing God’s work shone through in everything he did.
19. He sought to glorify God alone (Nehemiah 2:20a)
The main lesson: speedily referring each decision and crisis to God
20. He was, first and foremost, a man of payer who looked to God alone for his reward – “Remember me” (Nehemiah 13:31)
· Conclusion: How will God remember you?  You’re making memories even now.
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