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Walking in Truth 7: Watch Yourselves
The Apostle John addresses believers in Christ to avoid heresy and earn God’s reward.  
2 John 1:8: “Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.”
· Grammatical Usage: “watch” or in the Greek, “blepó” meaning, “to see; observe; discern.”
· Literal Interpretation: Observe and discern views and attitudes to avoid losing what we have worked for (in Christ), securing a full reward.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  In the context of false teachers and teachings infiltrating the fellowship (vv. 7, 9), v 8 provides two essential points of instruction:
1. Pay attention.  Possessing the power of sight, we have the ability to encounter, observe and discover.  God has given us our physical senses, with which we have the obligation to use to advance His Kingdom (Romans 12:1)
2. Discern and understand.  The revelation of God to His own is perceived and understood as opposed to those not of The Kingdom (John 10:27)
John’s instruction comes following Jesus’ coaching to, “watch and pray” (Matthew 26:41):   

a. The word translated “watch” means “to have the alertness of a guard at night.”  

b. A night watchman must use all his senses to detect danger. There may be no indications of an enemy attack until it happens, so he must be hyper-vigilant, suspecting it at any moment. That is Jesus’ and John’s reference

c. Jesus warned us that we are too easily distracted by the physical and will be caught unaware if we do not remain spiritually vigilant, in tune with Him (Jn. 15:5).  If we fail to deny wrong teaching, we will be overcome (1 Pt. 5:8)
d. Jesus’ disciples today must also watch and pray. We are easily distracted by this world, our fleshly needs and desires, and the schemes of the enemy (2 Cor. 2:11). Our values begin to shift, our attention wanders, and soon we are living like the world and bearing little fruit for God’s kingdom (1 Tim. 6:18–19). He warned us that we must be ready at any moment to stand before Him and give an account of our lives (Rom. 14:12; 1 Peter 4:5; Matthew 12:36)
An example of seeing, discerning and understanding is the distinction between racism and the virtue of race as Paul relays the Biblical vision of a multi-racial society in Acts 17:22-31:
a. Paul proclaimed the unity of the human race given the God of all Creation (v 24a).  As Creator, God gives all human beings life and breath; from one man making every nation, therefore we deduce the folly and evil of racism (innate discrimination) as opposed to racial unity (equal in creation, equal in attitude one to another as unto God)
b. Paul proclaimed the diversity of ethnic cultures ordained by the God of History. The living God not only made every nation from one man to inhabit the earth, but also, “determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live” (Acts 17:26; see Deut. 32:8).  God’s blessing resulted in the development of distinctive cultures but with a two-edged reality: because man is God’s creature, some of his culture is rich in beauty and goodness.  Because he is fallen, all of it is tainted with sin – some of it demonic evidenced by racism 

c. Paul proclaimed the finality of Jesus Christ – the God of true Revelation.  God has issued a call to universal repentance due to a pending universal judgment, fixed by God (vv 30, 31).  As Paul refuses to condone religious pluralism, we learn that a respectful acceptance of the diversity of cultures does not imply an equal acceptance of the diversity of religions.  God Himself does not tolerate rivals.  God has spoken authoritatively, fully and finally through Jesus Christ, our only Savior

d. Paul proclaimed the glory of the Christian church – for He (Jesus) is the God of Redemption.  Critical to our understanding of racism as opposed to the virtue of race is that the Old Testament is the story of human scattering of the nations spreading abroad, falling apart and constantly engaged against one another.  The New Testament is the story of the divine ingathering of nations into a single fellowship, hinted at in v 34.   

Conclusions:
1. There is only one race - the human race. Caucasians, Africans, Asians, Indians, Arabs, and Jews are not different races but different ethnicities of the human race

2. All human beings are created in the image and likeness of God (Gen.1: 26-27)

3. God does not show partiality or favoritism (Dt. 10:17; Acts 10:34; Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9), and neither should we. James 2:4 describes those who discriminate as "judges with evil thoughts."  Instead, we are to love our neighbors as ourselves (James 2:8).

4. All forms of racism, prejudice, and discrimination are affronts to the work of Christ on the cross.  Jesus Christ destroyed the dividing wall of hostility (Ephesians 2:14)
5. Those who practice racism, prejudice, and discrimination need to repent (Rom. 6:13)
6. Victims of racism, prejudice, and discrimination need to forgive per Ephesians 4:32
7. While our racial, national, social and sexual distinctions (male/female) remain, in Christ they no longer divide, transcended in unity of the family of God (Gal. 3:28)
8. Therefore, we have the nucleus of the new community, in which men and women of all ages, and of all racial, cultural and social origins find their unity in Christ (John 17:21; Eph. 5:30)
9. Therefore, it is only God and His Word when paid attention to, discerned and understood can deliver us from racial pride and prejudice (Galatians 1:3-5)
10. Therefore, Christians should reflect the reality of the redeemed in Revelation 7:9: “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.”  
11. We seek its approximation on earth: a society characterized by racial justice (no discrimination) and racial harmony (no conflict)
· Conclusion: Are you struggling with the hate and violence of life?  Accept Jesus – know peace.
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