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Walking in Truth 8: Abide in Truth
The Apostle John addresses believers in Christ to continually, personally maintain Biblical truth as both their guide and the basis of influence each one wields.  
2 John 1:9: “Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.”
· Grammatical Usage: “abide” or in the Greek, “menó” which in context means, “not to depart; continue to be present; maintain unbroken fellowship.”
· Literal Interpretation: Anyone who does not remain in Christ’s teaching but goes beyond it does not have (never has had) God. The one who remains in that teaching, this one has both the Father and the Son.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  John addresses three types of people:
1. Apostates who presume to add to the doctrine of Christ

2. Apostates who presume to subtract from the doctrine of Christ

3. Apostates who claim to have outgrown the doctrine of Christ

· Colossians 2:1-3 – Biblical revelation is from God, completely accurate in every sense, designated by God as complete to meet every need of His creation in Christ.

· 1 Corinthians 2:10 – the Holy Spirit informs, clarifies and applies the doctrine of Christ

· 2 John 9b – Faithful servants of Christ emphatically, clearly live by the doctrine of Christ which is a primary indication of orthodoxy
4. What is apostasy and how can I recognize it?
a. Apostasy, from the Greek word “apostasia”, means “a defiance; a rebellion; an abandonment or breach of faith.”
b. Forms of apostasy
i. a falling away from key and true doctrines of the Bible into heretical teachings that claim to be “the real” Christian doctrine
ii. a complete renunciation of the Christian faith, which results in a full abandonment of Christ
c. Characteristics of apostasy and apostates
i. Every New Testament book except Philemon contains warnings about false teaching
ii. Satan did not come to the first couple in the Garden with an external armament or visible weapon; instead, he came to them with an idea. And it was that idea, embraced by Adam and Eve, that condemned them and the rest of humankind, with the only remedy being the sacrificial death of God’s Son

iii. The great tragedy is that, knowingly or unknowingly, the apostate teacher dooms his unsuspecting followers (Matthew 15:14)

iv. Jude says that apostasy can be subtle (Jude 1:4).  The term Jude uses describes the cunning craftiness of a lawyer who, through clever argumentation, infiltrates the minds of courtroom officials and corrupts their thinking. The word literally means “slip in sideways; come in stealthily; sneak in.” In other words, Jude says it is rare that apostasy begins in an overt and easily detectable manner. Instead, it is slight misalignment, from doctrine—only a single letter, the iota, differentiates the false teaching from the true
v. Jude describes apostates with eighteen unflattering traits including they are ungodly (Jude 1:4), morally perverted (v 4), denying Christ (v 4), ones who defile the flesh (v 8), rebellious (v 8), people who revile angels (v 8), who are ignorant about God (v 8), those who proclaim false visions (v 10), self-destructive (v 10), grumblers (v 16), faultfinders (v 16), self-satisfying (v 16), people who use arrogant words and false flattery (v 16), mockers of God (v 18), those who cause divisions (v 19), worldly minded (v 19), and finally (and not surprisingly), devoid of the Spirit/unsaved (v 19)
vi. Jude says apostates “deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” How do apostates do this? Paul tells us in his letter to Titus, “To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed” (Titus 1:15–16)
d. Apostates and Cults

i. Three research studies find 3,000-5,000 national/international cults
ii. Top ten cults:
1. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormonism)
2. The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (Jehovah's Witnesses)
3. The Church of Scientology
4. The Twelve Tribes
5. The Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity (Unification Church)
6. The International Churches of Christ (Boston Movement)
7. The Family (Children of God)
8. Christian Identity Movement (Aryan Nations, Christian Identity Church, Klu Klux Klan, etc.)
9. The Nation of Islam (Black Muslims)
10. United Pentecostal Church (UPC)
· Conclusion: Every believer must pray for discernment, combat apostasy and contend earnestly for the faith that was once and for all delivered to the saints.
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