Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                April 21, 2019
1 Corinthians 15:20: Ten Impacts of Jesus’ Resurrection
1 Corinthians 15:20 - “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”
How does the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ tangibly, physically and spiritually impact your life?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  The Corinthian church was plagued by divisions and personal sin.  Many of the problems and questions the Corinthian church was dealing with are still present in the church today: divisions, immorality, and the use (or misuse) of spiritual gifts. 1 Corinthians brings our focus back to where it should be—on Christ and His Word: the cure for what ails us personally and corporately.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Risen” or in the Greek, “Egeiro” meaning, “arose; appear”; “dead” or “Nekros” meaning, “departed”; “first fruits” or “Aparche” meaning, “superior in excellence”.
· Literal Interpretation: But the glorious fact is that Christ did rise from the dead: he has become the very first to rise of all who sleep the sleep of death.
· Contextual/Comparison: When Jesus Christ was resurrected, He became the “first fruits” of all who would be raised (see also Colossians 1:18). The Israelites could not fully harvest their crops until they brought a representative sampling (first fruits) to the priests as an offering to the Lord (Leviticus 23:10). This is what Paul is saying in 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; Christ’s own resurrection was the “first fruits” of the resurrection “harvest” of the believing dead. The “first fruits” language Paul uses indicates something to follow, and that something would be His followers – the rest of the “crop.” This is how Christ’s resurrection guarantees ours. Indeed, His resurrection requires our resurrection.

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most important event in history, providing irrefutable evidence that Jesus is who He claimed to be – the Son of God.  The resurrection was not only the supreme validation of His deity; it also validated the Scriptures, which foretold His coming, death and rising again; it authenticated Christ’s claims that He would be raised on the third day (John 2:19-21; Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34).  Here are ten amazing results impacting our lives we owe directly to the resurrection of Jesus:

1) A Savior who can never die again. “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again” (Romans 6:9)
2) Repentance. “The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel” (Acts 5:30–31)
3) New birth. “According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3)
4) Forgiveness of sin. “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17)
5) The Holy Spirit. “This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing” (Acts 2:32–33)
6) No condemnation for the elect. “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died — more than that, who was raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us” (Romans 8:34)
7) Jesus’s personal fellowship and protection. “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)
8) Proof of coming judgment. “[God] has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead” (Acts 17:31)
9) Salvation from the future wrath of God. “[We] wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessalonians 1:10; Romans 5:9)
10) Our own resurrection from the dead. “[We know] that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence” (2 Corinthians 4:14; Romans 6:4; 8:11; 1 Corinthians 6:14; 15:20).
· Conclusion: Because of Jesus’ resurrection, His promise holds true: “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). Our great enemy, death, is already defeated.  The gift of the Holy Spirit was sent from the resurrected Lord Jesus (John 16:7), assuring us we will never be alone in life no matter the hardship, the criticism, the rejection or the struggle.  But if you don’t know the resurrected Jesus, your hopelessness continues.  The Bible says now is the time to accept Christ as your Savior – confess your sin, welcome Him and know the impact of His resurrection!
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