Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                              December 27, 2020
2 Corinthians 5:17: New Year, New You
The new creation is a wondrous thing, formed in the mind of God and created by His power and for His glory.  And as He would have it, we are that creation:
2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
· Grammatical Usage: “in Christ” or in the Greek, “Christos” meaning, “Christ the messiah; Son of God”; “new creation” or “Kainos Ktisis” meaning, “unprecedented, novel creation”; “old things” or “Archaios” or “condition.”
· Literal Interpretation:  The result is that if any man is associated with Christ, a new creation exits; the old relations have passed by; behold, new relations now exist.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word.  The newborn soul delights in the things of God and abhors the things of the world and the flesh.
Five distinctions of the born again soul based upon 2 Corinthians 5:17:

· Our purposes, feelings, desires, and understandings are fresh and different. We see the world differently
· The Bible seems to be a new book, and though we may have read it before, there is a beauty about it which we never saw before, and which we wonder at not having perceived
· The whole face of nature seems to us to be changed, and we seem to be in a new world. The heavens and the earth are filled with new wonders, and all things seem now to speak forth the praise of God
· There are new feelings toward all people—a new kind of love toward family and friends, a new compassion never before felt for enemies, and a new love for all mankind
· The things we once loved, we now detest. The sin we once held onto, we now desire to put away forever. We “put off the old man with his deeds” (Colossians 3:9), and put on the “new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24).
What about the Christian who continues to sin? There is a difference between continuing to sin and continuing to live in sin. No one reaches sinless perfection in this life, but the redeemed Christian is being sanctified (made holy) day by day, sinning less and hating it more each time he fails. Yes, we still sin, but unwillingly and less and less frequently as we mature. The difference is that the new creation is no longer a slave to sin, as we formerly were. We are now freed from sin and it no longer has power over us (Romans 6:6-7). Now we are empowered by and for righteousness. We now have the choice to “let sin reign” or to count ourselves “dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11-12). Best of all, now we have the power to choose the latter.
Seven divine calls:

1. The call to salvation (Romans 8:28-29)
2. The call to sanctification (1 Thess. 4:3; 5:23-24)

3. The call to service (John 15:16; 1 Cor. 1:26; Ephesians 2:10)

4. The call to separation (2 Corinthians 6:14-18)

5. The call to subjection (Romans 13:4-5)

6. The call to sonship (1 John 3:1)

7. The call to suffering (John 16:33; Acts 14:22; Phil 1:29)

Twelve areas to be tested at the Judgment Seat of Christ:

1. How we treat other believers (Mt. 10:41-42; Hebrews 6:10)

2. How we exercise our authority over others (Heb. 13:17; James 3:1)

3. How we employ our God-given abilities (1 Cor. 12:4, 11; 1 Pt. 4:10)

4. How we use our money (1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 9:6-7; 1 Tim. 6:17-19)

5. How we spend our time (Ps. 90:12; Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5; 1 Pt. 1:17)
6. How much we suffer for Jesus (Mt. 5:11-12; Mark 10:29-30)

7. How we run the race chosen for us (1 Cor. 9:24; Phil. 2:16, 3:13-14)

8. How effectively we control the old nature (1 Corinthians 9:25-27)

9. How many souls we witness to and win (Pr. 11:30; 1 Thess. 2:19-20)

10.  How we react to temptation (James 1:2-3; Revelation 2:10)

11.  How much the Rapture means to us (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

12.  How faithful to the Word/flock of God (Acts 20:26-28; 2 Tim. 4:1-2)
· Conclusion: While lists seem like rules, they are in fact guidelines to inform the child of God in newness of life from a Savior who cares about you.  Start this New Year right in newness of a Spirit-led life!
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