Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                   April 12, 2020
Acts 1:6-11 – The Ascension of Jesus Christ
Acts 1:11 – “…‘Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.’”

What is the meaning and importance of the ascension of Jesus Christ?  To discover the Biblical answer, we turn to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Gazing” or in the Greek, “Emblepo” literally means, “to turn one’s eyes” emphasis upon heart and mind; “Heaven” or “Ouranos” means, “eternal dwelling” specially of the Eternal One.
· Literal Application “…and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand, your eye’s looking… captivated…to the eternal dwelling of God? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”
· Context/Comparison: Jesus was no ghost, although His disciples at first thought so.  Forty days after the resurrection, Jesus and His disciples went to Mount Olivet, near Jerusalem. There, Jesus promised His followers that they would soon receive the Holy Spirit, and He instructed them to remain in Jerusalem until the Spirit had come. Then Jesus blessed them, and as He gave the blessing, He began to ascend into heaven.  It is plain from Scripture that Jesus' ascension was a literal, bodily return to heaven. He rose from the ground gradually and visibly, observed by many intent onlookers. As the disciples strained to catch a last glimpse of Jesus, two angels appeared and promised Christ's return "in just the same way that you have watched Him go" (Acts 1:11).  
The Ascension of Jesus Christ is meaningful for eight reasons: 

1) It signaled the end of His earthly ministry. God the Father had lovingly sent His Son into the world at Bethlehem, and now the Son was returning to the Father. The period of Jesus’ human limitation was at an end (Jn. 19:30).

2) It signified success in His earthly work. All that He had come to do, He had accomplished (Mt. 24:34).

3) It marked the return of His heavenly glory. Jesus' glory had been veiled during His sojourn on earth, with one brief exception at the Transfiguration (Mt. 17:1-9).

4) It symbolized His exaltation by the Father (Eph. 1:20-23). The One with whom the Father is “well pleased” (Mt. 17:5) was received up in honor and given a name above all names (Phil. 2:9).

5) It allowed Him to prepare a place for us (Jn. 14:2).

6) It indicated the beginning of His new work as High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-16) and Mediator of the New Covenant (Heb. 9:15).

7) It marked the anticipation of the distinct ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The book of Acts, which sometimes goes by the longer title of “The Acts of the Apostles,” could just as accurately be called “The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Apostles.”  The Holy Spirit works among unbelievers. Jesus promised that He would send the Holy Spirit to “convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (Jn. 16:8). The Spirit testifies of Christ (Jn. 15:26), pointing people to the Lord. Currently, the Holy Spirit is also restraining sin and combatting “the secret power of lawlessness” in the world. This action keeps the rise of the Antichrist at bay (2 Thess. 2:6–10).  For believers, He is our Helper (Jn. 14:26). He indwells believers and seals them until the day of redemption (Eph. 1:13; 4:30); regenerates and renews the believer (Titus 3:5); comforts believers with fellowship and joy as they go through a hostile world (1 Thess. 1:6; 2 Cor. 13:14), filling us with “all joy and peace” causing believers to “overflow with hope” (Rom. 15:13).
8) It set the pattern for His return. When Jesus comes to set up the Kingdom, He will return just as He left: literally, bodily, and visibly in the clouds (Acts 1:11; Dan. 7:13-14; Mt. 24:30; Rev. 1:7).

Jesus did not go to heaven after His earthly ministry and “take a break” from His role as eternal Shepherd to His people.  Clearly, Jesus is still very active on our behalf in heaven.  Our living, exalted, and triumphant Redeemer was raised to life and even now intercedes on our behalf before the throne (Rom. 8:34).  Jesus is interceding for us while Satan (whose name means “accuser”) is accusing us, pointing out our sins and frailties before God, just as he did with Job (Job 1:6-12). But the accusations fall upon deaf ears in heaven, because Jesus’ work on the cross paid our sin debt in full; therefore, God always sees in His children in the perfect righteousness of Jesus.
· Conclusion: How does God see you?  How do you want to be seen by God?  Do you know the living, ascended Jesus as Savior?  I can’t think of a better day to accept Christ than on Resurrection Sunday as the Living Christ brings you alive in Him!
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