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Deuteronomy 6:1-25: Father’s Day
Deuteronomy 6:6-7: And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  7And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
One of the chief purposes of this section of Scripture is a call to ministry and testimony as the people of God demonstrate obedience to God.  In this context, how important is a godly father?  What is the difference between a godly and un-godly father?  What is a godly father supposed to do?  For the Scriptural answer, we examine:
· Historical Context:  Moses wrote the Book of Deuteronomy, which is in fact a collection of his sermons to Israel just before they crossed the Jordan. “These are the words which Moses spoke” (1:1).  During the time of His testing in the wilderness, Jesus quoted from the book of Deuteronomy three times (Matthew 4). In so doing, Jesus illustrated for us the necessity of hiding God’s Word in our hearts that we might not sin against Him (Psalm 119:11).  We also have a beautiful picture a loving God Who desires a relationship with His children. 
· Grammatical Usage: “words” or in the Hebrew “Dabar” means, “utterance”; “command” is “Tsavah” means, “to lay a charge upon”; “heart” or “Lebab” meaning, “conviction leading to mind, knowledge, thinking, reflection, memory”; v 7: “diligently” or “pierce and sharpen”; “children” or “Ben” refers to both a child or a grandchild; “talk” is also “dabar” in the Hebrew but, in context, means “to speak, declare, converse, command, promise, warn, threaten.”
· Literal Application: And these utterances that I charge you with today shall be directed at the heart affecting your mind, thinking, reflection and subsequent action. 7 Your instruction shall pierce and sharpen your children, and your conversation will be purposeful by declaring, promising, warning and threatening if necessary when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.

· Contextual Interpretation/Comparison: In dealing with this passage, the overwhelming theme is obedience.
The Call for Obedience: Communication of Truth (6:1-2)

In the Old Testament the fear of God is more than awe or reverence but also genuine​ly afraid to disobey Him; responding to Him in worship, service, trust, obedience, and commitment. Isn’t it interesting that this is the very same balance between a child and his earthly father!  
The Foundation for Obedience: Hearing God’s Truth (6:3-4)

Hearing is a protection against scarring or hardening (Heb. 3:7). Hearing, knowing, and obeying the Word is critical to our spiritual growth and walk with God, to our ability to parent, and to the meaning, quality and length of the lives of our children.

seq level1 \h \r0 The Nature of Obedience: Love for God (6:5-6)

In v 6, “These things are to be on your heart” refers to the things of God and God’s Word. To “be on your heart” means we learn to live and think in terms of Biblical convictions and the realities of God in everyth​ing we do. The word of God becomes the grid and framework for every aspect of life (cf. 2 Cor. 10:4, 5).

The Propagation of Obedience: Teach and Model the Word (6:7-9)

There are five ways the text shows us how this teaching is to be done:
(1) Diligently—though parents have tasks and responsibilities, none are more important with greater implications than this responsibility.  Purposed effort, evenly applied with consistency and dedication to the goal; 
(2) Incisively, Accurately—this is included in the word “diligently” which means “to sharpen” and then “to teach clearly, accurately, incisively.” Our teaching must be clear and precise, not in vague generalities;
(3) Repeatedly—these verses indicate teaching is not a once-in-a-while or a one-time effort. It goes on all the time. The secret to learning is repetition;
(4) Naturally—it is to be done when we sit, walk, lie down, and rise up. In other words, we are to look for teaching opportunities by word and by example through the everyday activities of life in the home; 

(5) Personally—(cf. 4:9). This passage is speaking to parents, not the church. Training is first and foremost the responsibility of the parents (cf. Eph. 6:4 addressed to fathers). Again, this stresses modeling. What one says is rarely as influen​tial as what one does. 

· Conclusion: The need of the transmission of God’s truth to the coming generations—godly parenting.   Fathers: this is primarily your responsibility.  But you can’t do what you do not personally possess.  Clearly one needs a saving knowledge of Christ; just as clearly, one needs to be in the Word to share the Word.  Your primary responsibility is the Godly quality of your family.  How is it looking?
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