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Ephesians 1:15 Knowing God
Ephesians 1:15 - “Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints….”
A correct relationship with God has its blessings, evidence of a proper knowledge of God.  What is the evidence?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Faith” or in the Greek, “Pistis” means, “true conviction”; “love” or “Agape” means, “affection, good will, benevolence.”
· Literal Application: That is why, after I heard about your collective conviction of truth in the Lord Jesus which you share and your affection, good will and benevolence for all the saints….
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul has talked to us about our blessings from the Father (eternity past: Eph. 1:4-6), the Son (history past Eph. 1:7-12) and then the Holy Spirit (our immediate experience Eph. 1:13-14).  Now, as he launches into prayer for the Ephesian fellowship, he first commends them – laying a foundation for what it is to really know God.  This verse is unique in that:
· Paul commends the Ephesians (V 1a).  Remember, Paul is writing this letter from prison.  He gets news of the churches he has established and sends letters based upon the reports he receives.  The news from Galatia had been somewhat less encouraging (Gal. 3:1; 5:15), as had been the news from Corinth (1 Cor. 10, 11).  The Ephesians were not caught in a crisis of faith vs. works as the Galatians, nor were they full of pride, excusing sexual immorality, misusing spiritual gifts, ultimately having left their foundation—Jesus Christ, as the Corinthians.  Consequently, for Paul to pen a commendation to a church was rare – but demonstrated a fellowship can function properly…if it is in right relationship with God;
· Paul acknowledges their conviction of truth (V 1b): the first criteria for being in a right relationship with God.  The wayward hold to morals (subjective, evolving standards of right and wrong) while true followers of Christ hold to convictions (God’s unchanging definition of right and wrong).  Let us consider three convictions:
· 1) God is creator and sustainer.  Right or wrong, is not based on the situation, but rather on God’s command. God has the authority to govern right and wrong as He is the Creator. Romans 3:4 says, “Let God be true and every man a liar”;
· 2) All of God’s Word is true. Even the parts we don’t like or understand (2 Timothy 3:15-17).  Jesus said, "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away" (Mk. 13:31) ;
· 3) Right and wrong are determined and defined by who God is.  The Bible says, “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:16). Love is selfless and considerate of others, never seeking its own glory or pleasure (1 Cor. 13). Therefore, by virtue of who God is, the Bible, being given by God and being all true, cannot contain a system of ethics that would in itself defy the nature of God. Situational ethics finds right and wrong to please the majority or a single person out of selfishness. Love is the opposite. Love seeks to encourage and build up others;
· All truth finds its source in Jesus (John 14:6).  He is the great “I Am,” the only path to heaven, the only true measure of righteousness, and the only source of both physical and spiritual life.
· Finally, Paul acknowledges their “love” (V 1c):
· “Share”: we must live godly Christian lives in front of our friends and family members so they can see the change God has made in us (1 Peter 3:1–2).   Always be prepared to speak of your faith (1 Peter 3:15), doing so with gentleness and respect. There is no substitute for personally sharing the gospel: “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ” (Romans 10:17);
· “Affection”: “And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also forgave you in Christ” (Ephesians 4:32);
· “Good will”: “Everyone should look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:4);
· “Benevolence”:  “Be hospitable to one another without complaining.” (1 Peter 4:9).
· Conclusion: If we belong to Christ, God has given us His Spirit (Jn. 16:7), and through Him we have an understanding of what is right and wrong. Through Him we are convicted, encouraged, and guided into righteousness. An earnest desire to know the truth of a matter, coupled with seeking God, will be rewarded with God’s answer: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled" (Mt. 5:6).  Are you seeking truth?  To be unshackled from “religion” in order to obtain righteousness?  Jesus is whom you seek.
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