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Ephesians 1:18b – 23 God’s Power
Ephesians 1:19 - “And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power”
While we agree that God is all-powerful, often we don’t act like it.  What is Paul’s reference of power to we who believe?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Exceeding” or in the Greek, “Huperballo” meaning, “transcend; exceed, excel, surpass”; “power” or “Dunamis” meaning,  “strength, ability”; “working” or “Energeia” meaning, “energy; efficiency”; “mighty” or “Ischus” meaning, “ability, force, strength.”
· Literal Application: …and what the overwhelming magnitude of His ability is unto us, the believers, in keeping with the motivating force of the sovereign force that comes from His strength.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul’s prayer, Vv 15-23, finds the Apostle praying four blessings for the Ephesians, two of which we have covered: that they might know God and that they might know God’s calling.  Paul now launches into two more:
V18b: That they might know God’s riches.  This phrase does not refer to our inheritance in Christ (Eph. 1:11) as we already have that.  No, this refers to His inheritance in us.  Literally God looks upon us are part of His great wealth!  Remember that when Jesus Christ returns, we shall be “to the praise of the glory of His grace” (Eph. 1:6).
· God deals with us on the basis of our future, not our past.  He said to the cowardly Gideon, “the Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valor” (Judges 6:12).  Jesus said to Andrew’s brother, “Thou art Simon…thou shall be called Cephas (a rock).”  Gideon did become a man of mighty valor, and Simon did become Peter, a rock.  Believers live in the future tense, our lives controlled by what we shall be when Christ returns.  We are God’s inheritance, a people who lives to please and glorify Him;

· Jesus will not enter into His promised glory until the church is there to share it with Him.  He prayed for this just before his death (John 17:24).  Christ will be glorified in us (2 Thessalonians 1:10), and we will be glorified in Him (Colossians 3:4).  Know all this should lead the believer in to a life of dedication and devotion – these are riches of God.

V 19-23: That we might know God’s power.  Paul offers something to challenge our faith.  Paul is talking about divine dynamic, eternal energy available to us.  Believers need power for several reasons:
1. We are too weak to appreciate and appropriate this wealth, and to use it as it should be used.  “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Mt. 26:41).  To turn this vast spiritual wealth over to a mere human being, living only by flawed human wisdom, would be like turning over a nuclear missile to a child.  God’s power enables us to use God’s wealth in God’s way for God’s glory;
2. There are enemies who want to rob us of our wealth (Eph. 1:21; 6:11-12).  We cannot defeat spiritual foes in our own power; we need the Spirit’s power;
3. It is only the power of God which sustains us.  How?
a. First of all, we choose to remember the things that God has done: “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced” (Ps. 105:4–5). Every miracle recorded gives us encouragement that His strength is more than enough for our need.
b. We must learn to cease trusting in our frail efforts and hand our resources over to the One who can do anything. God’s power is perfected in our weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). The disciples were at their wits’ end trying to figure out how to feed the 5,000; it was not until they brought the small amount of food they had to Christ that anyone was fed. Joshua stood helpless before the walls of Jericho, but he learned to trust the Lord’s battle plan. Zerubbabel faced the daunting task of rebuilding the temple, and God reminded him that the work would be done “not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6).
c. Prayer is a vital part of relying on the power of God, as we pray, “Thy will be done” (Luke 11:2).  The act of prayer is an admission of our inadequacy; an expression of confidence in God’s ability; an act of faith that God is there: He knows, He acts; He will not fail; He is always right; His will be done!
· Conclusion:  No matter how weak or ill-equipped we may at times feel, we can rely on the power of God. We have the assurance that God “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us” (Eph. 3:20). We have confidence that ultimately God will accomplish His good in our lives: “In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
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