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Ephesians 1:4-6 Chosen, Adopted, Accepted
Ephesians 1:4 - “According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love”
Just as the Trinity is at work in our lives, each has role in our blessings.  What are the blessings of the Father?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Chosen” or in the Greek, “Eklegomai” means, “to pick”; “holy” or “Hagios” meaning “saint”; “without blame” or “Amomos” meaning, “without spot (morally)”.
· Literal Application: As He picked us out for Himself, in association with Christ, before the foundation of the world in order that we might be spotless saints in His presence because of His love.
· Contextual/Comparison: Last week we defined “blessings” as found in V 3, now we progress to what these blessings are – beginning with those of the Father:
· He has chosen us (V 4): Here we have the fact of election.  The mystery of human responsibility and divine sovereignty will never be solved in this life.  Both are taught in Scripture (Joshua 24: 15:  “…choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord;” and John 6:37: “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.”) What we do know is Jesus tell us, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven (Mt. 10:32) and, based upon Eph. 1:4, God knows in advance who will do this.  The opportunity for salvation is open to all; yet as Jesus acknowledged, “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Mt. 7:14).  If you know Christ as Savior, you are “elect”;
· He has adopted us (V5): The word “predestination” is misunderstood and therefore misused.  The word is applied only to saved people and what God has done, is doing and will do for saved people.  Nowhere in the Bible is it taught that people are predestined to hell.  Why?  Because that is a choice of the individual: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16).  But we often forget John 3:18: “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”  Based upon V 4, the elect (those who believe) are now guaranteed (predestined) for a future with God which includes adoption leading to conformity in Christ (Rom. 8:29-30) as well as our future inheritance (Eph. 1:11).

In addition, “adoption” has a dual meaning: 1) in the present, we are immediately a member of the Kingdom of God, reaping the rewards of peace with God through the sacrifice of His Son on the cross. Other rewards include the gift of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit at the moment we believe in Christ (Eph. 1:13-14), which empowers us to live for Him in the present, and the knowledge that our salvation is secure for eternity (Heb. 7:24-25); 2) the future aspect of our adoption is found in Rom. 8:22-23 where we will have glorified bodies.   Just as our earthly bodies are perfectly suited to life on earth, our resurrected bodies will be the same for life in heaven. We will have form and solidity to the touch, yet with no hindrance to travel (Jn. 20:19, 26; Lk. 24:39). We will be able to enjoy food, but will not be driven to it by necessity for nourishment nor fleshly desire (Lk. 24:40–43). And like Moses and Elijah, we will be able to bathe in the glory of our Maker in the fellowship of His dear Son (Mt. 17:2–3; Phil. 3:10). 
· He has accepted us (V 6): the Father makes us acceptable in Christ.  This is our essential position which will never change.  Because of God’s grace in Christ, we are accepted before Him.  Why?  Because of Christ’s obedience to the cross and the shedding of His innocent blood on behalf of our sin – Jesus’ righteousness is “imputed” to us: “…but the one who believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin” (Romans 4:5-8).
· Conclusion: Being a part of the family of God is the greatest blessing bestowed upon believers.  We can never do anything to deserve it for it is His gift of love, mercy, and grace to us, yet, we are called to become sons and daughters of the Living God (Rom. 9:25-26). May we all respond in faith to His invitation!
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