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Ephesians 2:18-22 Unity in Christ
Ephesians 2:18 - “For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.”
Unity is a rare commodity in modern life, but not so in Christ.  Why?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Access” or in the Greek, “Prosagoge” means, “the act of bringing to, moving to, approaching.”
· Literal Application: Because through Him we both have access by means of one Spirit to the Father.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul, having covered the nature of Jesus Himself as the Christ, underscored His innocent shed blood, the redeemer hanging upon the cross proves the formula of God to reestablish peace between man and his Creator, now closes Chapter 2 with one ultimate result: unity.  
V 18: Paul is connecting the dots based upon Jesus’ own assertion.  In John 10 Jesus presents Himself as the Good Shepherd and, in a debate with the Jewish leaders, makes the claim, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  It was a bold statement—one His audience found quite audacious—and it reveals much about who Jesus is.  John 1:1 explicitly notes that Jesus was both with God in the beginning and was God.  Colossians 1:16–17 affirms Jesus’ same teaching: “In him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” In summary, Jesus claimed to be one with the Father as part of a larger argument to note that He had existed from eternity past, lived in perfect oneness with the Father, held the same power as God, and was sent by God the Father’s authority.  Jesus revealed to His disciples the new role the Spirit of Truth would play in their lives: “He lives with you and will be in you” (John 14:17). The apostle Paul wrote, “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20).  In fact, Scripture also says that the believer is indwelt spiritually by Christ (Colossians 1:27) and by God the Father (1 John 4:15)—the Trinity is involved.  Note the cause and result connection between faith, peace and access in Romans 5:1-2: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
V 19a: One nation.  “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens…” Israel was God’s chosen nation, but they rejected their redeemer and have suffered the consequences: the Kingdom taken from them and given to, “a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matthew 21:43).  This ‘new nation’ is the church, “a chosen generation…a holy nation, a peculiar people” (Ex. 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9).  
V19b: One family.  “…but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”  Here is the answer to ethnic discrimination.  In the Old Testament, the nations were reckoned by their descent from Shem, Ham or Japheth (Gen. 10).   In the book of Acts, all three families are reunited: 1. Ethiopian treasurer, a descendent of Ham, is saved: (Acts 8); 2. Saul of Tarsus, a descendent of Shem, is saved (Acts 9); 3. Cornelius, a Gentile descended from Japheth, is saved (Acts 10).  Sin conquered, all believers regardless of national origin, belong to the “holy nation” with citizenship in heaven (Phil. 3:20, 21).
Vv 20-22: One temple.  “…being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord” (V 21).  God’s interaction with us, His creation, has been:
1. God “walked” with His people (Gen. 5:22; 24; 6:9);
2. God “dwelled” with His people (Exodus 25:8);

3. God “dwelt” in the tabernacle (Exodus 40:34-38) until Israel sinned and the glory departed (1 Samuel 4);

4. God “dwelt” in the temple (1 Kings 8:1-11) until, again, Israel sinned and the glory departed (Ez. 10:18, 19);

5. God “dwelled” in the body of Jesus Christ (John 1:14);

6. Today, through His Holy Spirit, God dwells in the church, the temple of God.  Not man-made temples, but in the hearts of those who have trusted Christ (1 Cor. 6:19, 20), and in the church collectively (Eph. 2:20-22).
· Conclusion: What a fantastic chapter!  Paul reminds the Ephesians of their former position in sin (V 11).  But Christ (V 13) is the peacemaker (V 14), who abolishes all differences (V 15), and creates one “new man” which is His body (V 15), bringing reconciliation (v 16) and the announcement of good news (V 17) so that now everyone has access (V 18) and, though once separated by barriers too great to cross (V 11) they are now united (V19) joined together as one temple hosting and communing with God (Vv 20-22).  Are you united with Christ?
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