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Ephesians 2:6-9 God Keeps Us 
Ephesians 2:6 - “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus”
What is to be exalted?  Why is God’s purpose for our redemption?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Raised us up together” in the Greek is, “Sunegeiro” meaning, “to cause to elevate”; “heavenly places” or “Epouranios” meaning “the abode of God and angels.”
· Literal Application: And He raised us (those who have confessed Jesus as Savior) up and seated us in the abode of God and angels in association with Christ Jesus
· Contextual/Comparison: Departing from Vv 1-3 of Chapter 2 where the focus of attention was upon sinful man, Paul briskly focuses us upon God Himself and four activities God has performed on behalf of sinners: He loved us; He quickened us (both last week) now:
3. He exalted us (V 6): We are not raised from spiritual death only to be left in a graveyard.  As Jesus was raised from the grave and elevated to the right hand of God, we learn by our association with Jesus we are actually in heaven insofar as the determination of our destiny.  But more than this, we are a child of the King right now…in constant contact, watched over, working for, sensitive to God’s will and our calling.  We see this world for what it is – eyes have been opened – realities made clear – we have been exalted in our understanding and sensibilities through the ministry of the Holy Spirit which includes:
· Comforter / Counselor / Advocate: (Isaiah 11:2; John 14:16; 15:26; 16:7) All three words are translations of the Greek “parakletos”, from which we get “Paraclete,” another name for the Spirit. When Jesus went away, His disciples were greatly distressed because they had lost His comforting presence. But He promised to send the Spirit to comfort, console, and guide those who belong to Christ. The Spirit also “bears witness” with our spirits that we belong to Him and thereby assures us of salvation.
· Guide: (John 16:13) Just as the Spirit guided the writers of Scripture to record truth, so does He promise to guide believers to know and understand that truth. God’s truth is “foolishness” to the world, because it is “spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). Those who belong to Christ have the indwelling Spirit who guides us into all we need to know in regard to spiritual matters. Those who do not belong to Christ have no “interpreter” to guide them to know and understand God’s Word.
· Indweller of Believers: (Romans 8:9-11; Ephesians 2:21-22; 1 Corinthians 6:19) The Holy Spirit resides in the hearts of God’s people, and that indwelling is the distinguishing characteristic of the regenerated person. From within believers, He directs, guides, comforts, and influences us, as well as producing in us the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). He provides the intimate connection between God and His children. All true believers in Christ have the Spirit residing in their hearts.
4. He keeps us (Vv 7-9): God’s purpose in salvation is not to simply rescue us from hell but the ultimate purpose is that we, the redeemed, might glorify Him.  

V 7: Paul restates Ephesians 1:6: “to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.”  Here in Heaven, saints and angels will praise God – one as the great Creator, the other as the great Redeemer.  For how long?  “Throughout the ages that will continue to come.”  The primary reason for God the Father originating the plan of salvation and Jesus, His Son, executing this plan and the Holy Spirit applying this plan is for the primary and express purpose of His own glory.  To be clear, the phrase “in Christ Jesus” means that God cannot be gracious to anyone who is not “in Christ Jesus.”  

V 8: Paul made the argument in Vv 1-3 that we were all dead before God intervened and brought us to life.  Here Paul makes the argument that the Father has “elevated” us by “grace”: salvation completely apart from any merit or works on our part.  Hence, our salvation is an unmerited gift…not to be confused with a reward.

V 9: Driving the point further, Paul underscores salvation is not “of works” because the work of salvation was completed upon the cross.  This is a work God for us, and it is a finished work (John 17:1-4; 19:30).  We can add nothing to it (Hebrews 10:1-14).  When Jesus died, the veil of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom, signifying that the way to God was now open 1:1.  No more need for earthly sacrifices.  One supreme sacrifice – the Lamb of God – finished the great work of salvation.  God has done it all – and He has done it by His grace.
· Conclusion: Why open with the dead and switch to life in Jesus?  To remind of us grace extended; to demonstrate the grace to be extended, as our witness, each day.
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