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Ephesians 3:2-6 Mystery of the Church
Ephesians 3:3 - “How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words…”
There are an estimated 2.2 billion Christians in the world, the largest religious group on the planet.  What unites such diversity?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Revelation” on in the Greek, “Apokalupsis” which literally means, “a disclosure of truth, instruction”; “mystery” or “Musterion” meaning, “hidden thing.”
· Literal Application: “…that by a disclosure of truth what was hidden was revealed to me, as I have previously written briefly…
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul, very directly, address Gentile converts (V 1) that he is a prisoner precisely because of them.  Yes, religious and secular authorities are peaked at him for the uprisings he causes due to the proclamation of, in their view, a new God; yes, God has permitted his circumstance; but, yes, Gentiles are the heart of the issue who are at the heart of a mystery revealed:

V 2: The biblical doctrine of stewardship defines a man’s relationship to God. It identifies God as owner and man as manager.  In essence, stewardship defines our purpose in this world as assigned to us by God Himself. It is our divinely given opportunity to join with God in His worldwide and eternal redemptive movement (Mt. 28:19-20).  In fact, it’s more than just the management of our time, our possessions, our environment, or our health. Stewardship is our obedience to God’s sovereignty. It’s what motivates the follower of Christ to move into action, doing deeds that manifest his belief in Him. Paul’s stewardship involved proclaiming that which was entrusted to him—the gospel truth.
In fact, Paul is wondering if the Ephesians have heard that he had a special commission from God.  It is through His ministry…his stewardship… that God revealed, more clearly than ever before, that the Gentiles are included in the divine plan of redemption.  He begins by telling them how he got his message.
V 3: In the New Testament, a mystery is not something eerie or unsavory, but rather a truth hidden by God but subsequently revealed only to the righteous.  A mystery is a sacred thing to whom only the sacred are included.  Jesus told His disciples, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted” (Matthew 13:11). The apostle Paul often spoke of such “mysteries”: Jesus’ incarnation (1Timothy 3:16), the indwelling of the Spirit (Titus 3:5), the unity of the church (Ephesians 3:4–6), the rapture (1 Corinthians 15:51–52), and the gospel itself (Colossians 4:3). All these truths were “hidden” from the prophets of old but have been revealed plainly to us today. They are “mysteries” that are no longer mysterious to the child of God. “The mystery of faith” which Paul is addressing is the divinely revealed truth about grace, redemption, and forgiveness in Christ to Gentiles.
Vv 4 – 5: Paul does not say that the mystery, alluded to in Eph. 1:10-11 and defined in our text was not made known previously at all.  There were many hints in the Old Testament but Paul states that while there was a partial revelation in the Old Testament it became fully revealed in the New Testament.  In fact, Jesus shed more light on this mystery than the OT (John 10:16; Mt. 15:27; Mk 7:28; John 4:21-24) but even He left the total revelation of it to the Holy Spirit, Who partially revealed it to Peter (Acts 10, 11) but wholly to Paul.  Clearly, the Holy Spirit is the means of the unveiling of the mystery (John 14:16, 17; 16:12-15).  Note especially that John 16:13 clearly says that Jesus had not revealed all of the truth about Himself to the apostles, but that the Holy Spirit would complete the revelation.  This is exactly what happened with Paul.
V 6: The revelation of the mystery resulted in a clash within the early church.   Since the first Christians were Jews, and the Savior was Jewish, foretold by Jewish scripture, Jews logically thought Christianity as a monopoly of the Hebrew people.  Prejudice dies only with great difficulty and the Jews had always been aware of their heritage, with its manifest advantages over the Gentiles (Rom. 3:1-2).  Hence the shock resulting in Paul’s treatment.  It is not surprising the leaders in the Jerusalem church demanded Peter explain his experience in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10, 11).  It is more surprising that they accepted Peter’s explanation with so little controversy (Acts 11:18).
In Christ all the purposes of the mystery are realized (Eph. 1:10).  The Eternal One conforms all of the particularities to Himself, in association with Himself, and hence to each other.  Variety among the many believers does not result in hostility unlike variety among non-believers which is always the basis of hostility.  Only in Christ is their unity…cosmically and individually.
· Conclusion: Are you one with Christ?  Is your life rooted and grounded in your Creator’s salvation and plan for your life?  Or, as an unbeliever, are you completely lost?  As a believer, are you completely disoriented?  The answer to both is to surrender and embrace Jesus Christ as only in Him is true unity found.
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