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Ephesians 4:16 Contributing to the Kingdom of God
Ephesians 4:16 - “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.”
There is a biblical expectation that as believers, we will contribute to the Kingdom of God.  Really?  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage:  “Fitly joined together” or in the Greek, “Sunarmologeo” meaning, “closely, seamlessly framed”; “compacted” or “Sumbibazo” meaning, “knitted, coalesced, united”; “effectual working” or “Energeia” meaning, “superhuman power” (in the NT used only of superhuman power, whether of God or of the Devil); “edifying” or “Oikodome” meaning, “building up, promoting” (the act of one who promotes another's growth in Christian wisdom, piety, joy, holiness).
· Literal Application: …under the direction of Whom all the body, seamlessly, perfectly put together and made more united by the contribution of every joint, in keeping with the capacity of each in his own way to demonstrate God’s power, contributing to the growth of the body and with love results in its upbuilding (in wisdom, piety, joy and holiness).
· Contextual/Comparison: So far in Ephesians 4, we have identified three evidences of spiritual growth: 1. Christlikeness (v 13); 2. Stability (v 14); 3. Speaking truth in love (v 15); and now 4: Contributing to the Kingdom of God.  The fourth evidence of maturity has two parts:
· First, the body of Christ is described as to its form (what we are):
1) We are joined to Christ in salvation (Ephesians 4:15-16).
2) We follow Christ as our Head (Ephesians 1:22-23).
3) We are the physical representation of Christ in this world. The Church is the organism through which Christ manifests His life to the world today (Matthew 16:18; 5:16).
4) We are indwelt by the Holy Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9).

5) We possess a diversity of gifts suited to particular functions (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).
6) We share a common bond with all other Christians, regardless of background, race, or ministry (1 Corinthians 12:25).
7) We are secure in our salvation (John 10:28-30). 
8) We partake of Christ's death and resurrection (Colossians 2:12). 
9) We share Christ's inheritance (Romans 8:17).
10) We receive the gift of Christ's righteousness (Romans 5:17).
· Second, the body of Christ is described as to its function (what we do):

1. Christ continues His work in the world through those He has redeemed demonstrating the ‘loving truth’ of God clearly, tangibly, and boldly (Ephesians 4:16);
2. Each child of God makes the totality better due to his presence (1 Corinthians 12:14-20; 2 Corinthians 2:14);
3. Each child of God has a responsibility to yield to Christ’s will and work (Ephesians 2:10)
4. Each child of God has a duty to identify and use his gift (1 Corinthians 12:7)
5. Each child of God has a specific function within the body (Romans 12:3-8); 

6. There are no misfits among the elect in the body of Christ; there are the disobedient and backslidden (1 Cor. 13:13-15; Luke 6:46; James 1:22);
7. If not functioning one weakens the structure of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12; Isaiah 30:1);
8. God can and does use each provided we yield back to Him His glory (Ephesians 1:11; John 15:1, 5)
9. We do not need to know the entire game plan, but trust He does (Philippians 1:6; Ephesians 2:10; 2 Timothy 4:6-8).

10. Christ is the perfect architect, enabler and rewarder (Psalm 31:19).
· Conclusion: Let me ask both the non-believer and the believer – have you reached for something other than Christ, obtained it, only to be let down?  “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Psalm 73:26).  There is no substitute for a vital relationship with Jesus.
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