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Ephesians 4:19 Practicing Impurity
Ephesians 4:19 - “Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.”
In God’s view, we either practice purity or impurity.  What are the marks of each?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Past feeling” in the Greek is, “Apalgeo” literally meaning, “callous; insensitive”; “given themselves over” or “Paradidomi” means, “to give into the hands of another; to give oneself over”; “lasciviousness” or “Aselgeia” meaning, “unrestrained excess in sensuality, behavior”; “greedy” or “Pleonexia” meaning, “insatiable appetite”.  
· Literal Application: Who because they were callous to the point of insensitivity have given themselves over to practice unrestrained sensuality and bad behavior, an insatiable appetite for all kinds of uncleanness.
· Contextual/Comparison: Continuing his description of the Gentiles, or godless, Paul’s contextual emphasis of the Greek intensive perfect tense underscores a coercion and powerful pressure at work.  Note that “godless” does not mean ‘no god’ but rather any god other than the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob or the god of this world, Satan – the marks of each plainly discussed in Scripture:
	Subject
	Mark of Satan
	Mark of God

	Condition
	Bondage:           2 Peter 2:19
	Liberty:                  John 8:31-32

	Dependency
	Self-serving:      Romans 2:8
	Selfless:           Philippians 2:3-4

	Love Expression 
	Self-gratifying:   James 3:16
	Giving:                John 13: 34-35

	Materialism
	Selfish:               1 John 2:15
	Selfless:                  Psalm 73:25

	Future
	Defeat:          Proverbs 14:12
	Victory:              Hebrews 11:12

	Faults of Others
	Condemning: 1 Timothy 6:4
	Forgiving:           Ephesians 4:32

	Image of God
	Angry:                 Psalm 7:11
	Loving:                     Psalm 34:8

	Motive
	Self-centered:     Luke 17:33
	Selfless:                    Psalm 40:8

	God’s Presence
	Hidden:                 Isiah 59:2
	Revealed:                Psalm 16:11

	Admonition
	Reject:              Proverbs 1:7
	Accepted:        Proverbs 3:11-18

	Vision
	Chaos:         Proverbs 29:18a
	Blessing:           Proverbs 29:18b


In addition, there are thirteen (13) things a lost person cannot do:
	He cannot think as God does.
	For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Is. 55:8-9)

	He cannot understand God.
	Can you find out the deep things of God?  Can you find out the limit of the Almighty?  8 It is higher than heaven —what can you do?  Deeper than Sheol—what can you know? (Job 11:7-8)

	He cannot see spiritual things.
	Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again[a] he cannot see the kingdom of God.  (John 3:3)

	He cannot know his own heart.
	The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? (Jer. 17:9)

	He cannot properly direct his own path.
	I know, O Lord, that the way of man is not in himself, that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps. (Jer. 10:23)

	He cannot free himself from God’s law
	For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them. (Galatians 3:10)

	He cannot receive the Holy Spirit
	…even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. (John 14:17a)

	He cannot hear
	Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God. (John 8:47)

	He cannot himself enter God’s family
	…who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:13)

	He cannot produce repentance or faith
	For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9)

	He cannot come to Christ
	No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.  (John 6:44)

	He cannot believe on Christ
	…but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. (John 10:26)

	He cannot please God
	For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit… Those who are in the flesh cannot please God… You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. (Romans 8:5; 8-9)


· Conclusion: Have you never been so wounded by the Word of God that your sins have been laid bare?  May God give you grace to see yourself as He does, and may He give you the twin gifts of ". . . repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21) so that you are ". . . not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul" (Hebrews 10:39).
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