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Ephesians 5:16 Redeeming Time
Ephesians 5:16 - “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”
Why are we to redeem time?  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Redeeming” or in the Greek, “Exagorazo” meaning, “wisely purchasing, recovering”; “time” or “Kairos” meaning, “measure; moment”; “evil” or “Poneros” meaning, “conditionally bad” in terms of labors, annoyances, hardships resulting from wickedness.
· Literal Interpretation: Taking advantage of the moment, because the days are difficult due to wickedness.
· Contextual/Comparison: On the heels of Ephesians 5:15 where Paul deals with our carefully considered, Biblically regulated walk, he further explains the unique opportunities followers are afforded because of a Godly lifestyle:
Time is a gift from God, and none of us know how much of it we are allotted. Only God knows how much time each of us has on this earth to make decisions that will impact eternity (Psalm 139:16). God desires constant awareness of that ticking clock, making the most of our time.  Rather than waste our days on frivolous pursuits that leave no lasting imprint, Scripture instructs us to be diligent about doing good (Titus 3:8).  Hence, God is the originator of time management:
· Time management is important because of the brevity of our lives (Ps. 39:4–5; James 4:14).  God’s call is to make the most of our allotted time.
· God’s ways are reflected in our thoughts, actions, motivations, and our life choices because we spend so much time with Him.  Therefore, redeeming the time begins with God who desires “alone time” with us.  He wants a personal relationship having “knitted” us in the womb (Ps. 139:13), knowing the intimate details of our lives (Lk. 12:7).   Conversely, He invites us to come to Him and know Him (Is. 1:18; Rev. 22:17; Song of Solomon 4:8). When we desire to know God intimately, we will seek Him early (Ps. 63:1) listening to His voice (Lk. 10:39). We will hunger and thirst for righteousness, and we will be filled (Mt. 5:6). Why?  Because God walks with us before He works through us.
· Regarding our work ethic, we remember that God did all of His work in six days and rested on the seventh. This ratio of work to rest sheds light on our Creator’s expectations relative to our own work ethic.  Pr. 6:10–11 reveals the Lord’s disdain for slothful behavior.  We should work diligently in our earthly employment, but our "work" is not limited to that which we do for monetary gain. In fact, our primary focus in all that we do should be the glory of God (Col. 3:17; 23-24).  In all our endeavors—our relationships, our labors, our studies, serving others, the administrative details of our lives, caring for the health of our bodies, recreation, etc.—our primary focus is God. It is He who has entrusted us with this time on earth, and He is the One who directs how we spend it.
Lifestyle: Redeeming the time means that we are careful in how we live. We seek out and employ wisdom (Pr. 2:1–15). We seize every opportunity and use it for God’s glory. We think through our plans and make sure they align with God’s will. And we avoid empty, harmful activities. Why are we to live this way? “Because the days are evil” and we overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:21).

Distractions: Jesus taught His disciples the necessity of redeeming the time: “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work” (Jn. 9:4). Jesus was diligent about keeping to His mission. Distractions were as prevalent then as they are now, but He let none of them deter Him from preaching and teaching God’s Word. That was why He had come (Lk. 4:43); though He spent only 33 years on this earth, Jesus changed the world forever because He redeemed the time.
Practical Tips: Another way we can learn to redeem the time is by asking God to help us. We should start every morning by committing our day to the Lord and asking Him to help us do something that day that has eternal significance. By beginning our day with eternity in mind, we become more aware of spiritual nudges in our hearts: 
· We search out ways we can honor the Lord by helping someone else,  utilizing our time in spiritually productive ways; 
· Sitting at a red light, we can pray for our neighbor. Mopping the floor, we can worship in song. At a restaurant, we can leave an extra big tip along with a gospel tract or a card inviting the waiter to church; 
· We can evaluate our gifts and interests and find ways to invest them for God’s kingdom. Volunteering, serving at church, leading a ministry, taking Bible studies to the jails and prisons, and studying to show ourselves “approved unto God” are all ways we can redeem the time (2 Tim. 2:15).
· Conclusion: James 4:14 reminds us that our earthly lives are no more than a fog that appears and then quickly evaporates. Our money and possessions will be given to someone else. Our jobs will be filled by others. Our families may remember us with fondness but will move on with lives that don’t include us. All that remains of our lives on earth is that which was invested for  Christ. In the end, all that matters is what we did or did not do to redeem the time (Psalm 102:3; 144:4).  At this moment in time…where you should be with God?  He’s waiting.
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