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Ephesians 5:25-33 Husbands & Submission
Ephesians 5:25 - “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it”
What is submission for a husband? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Love” or in the Greek, “Agapao” meaning, “self-sacrificing affection and care.”  Note: the verb is in the imperative tense: vital, crucial, critical and essential.
· Literal Interpretation: “Husbands, you must always vitally, crucially, critically and essentially care for your wives, just as Christ also has vitally, crucially, critically and essentially cared for the church and gave Himself for her.”
· Contextual/Comparison: This passage lays to rest the charge that the Bible degrades women.  To the contrary: the Biblical mandate for a husband to his wife is constant self-sacrificing love which, if necessary, involves the surrender of his life on her behalf.  The mandate, in a daily sense, is a husband has the opportunity to sacrifice his own selfish interest in order to serve his wife.  The entire passage hinges upon the example of Christ’s love and devotion to His bride, the church:
· God established marriage to meet a man’s emotional need (Gen. 2:18); social purpose (Gen. 1:28); personal purpose to fulfill normal desires (1 Cor. 7:1-3); a spiritual purpose in submission to Christ (Eph. 5:22-33);
· Ephesians 5:25 – if a husband makes Christ’s love for the church the pattern for loving his wife, then will love her sacrificially.  True Christ-centered love is not selfish: “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” (1 Cor. 13:4-7);
· Ephesians 5:26-27 – a husband’s love is a sanctifying love.  The word ‘sanctify’ means ‘to set apart’ for a specific purpose.  Biblical marriage is designed for two to become one, set apart as deployed, dependent disciples who, in accordance with a Scriptural foundation for all of life’s issues and seasons, complete one another for the task to which God has called them.  Notice v. 26 where the Bible is central to understanding how and why we are ‘set apart’.
· The best marriage is between two believers (2 Cor. 6:14) who can produce godly offspring (Mal. 2:13–15). In Malachi, God tells the Israelites that He will not accept their offerings because they have been unfaithful to the wives of their youth. This shows how much God cares about marriage being kept intact;
· Not only that, but He tells them He was seeking “godly offspring.” This is a puzzling passage, and has been interpreted to mean a) that godly offspring are the purpose of marriage; b) that a good marriage between two godly people will mean that any children they have will tend to be godly as well; c) God wanted the Israelites to be faithful to their wives instead of leaving them for foreign women who would produce for them ungodly offspring because of the idolatry of those nations; and d) that God Himself was seeking His own offspring (a people) to exhibit godliness by their faithfulness. In any of these interpretations, we see a common theme: the children of faithful people tend to be faithful.
· Marriage also protects individuals from sexual immorality (1 Cor. 7:2).  Even if a person doesn’t pursue sexual sin, it pursues him or her, and it is very hard to escape it. Marriage provides a healthy place to express sexuality, without opening oneself up to the severe emotional (and many times physical) damage that is caused by casual, non-committed sexual relations. It is clear that God created marriage for our good (Pr. 18:22), to make us happy, to promote a healthier society, and to produce holiness in our lives.
· Ephesians 5:28-30 – a husband’s love is also a satisfying love.  Given they are one flesh, whatever each does to the other, he or she does to himself or herself.  God has designed human love to be a mutually satisfying experience.  Just as love is the circulatory system of the body of Christ (Eph. 4:16), so love is the nourishment of the home where emotional, psychological, physical and spiritual needs are met thereby eliminating the temptation to look anywhere or to anyone else for fulfillment;
· Ephesians 5:31-33 – a husband’s love is not divided, but focused upon his wife and family.  

· Building on the foundation of a godly marriage, many couples find practical ways to help make their marriages last: spending quality time together; saying, “I love you” often (Eph. 4:32; Phil. 2:3);
· Paul writes of demonic impact in marriages (1 Cor. 7:5). He states that the couple should be active in the sexual relationship so that Satan cannot tempt them. Peter encourages husbands to treat their wives with understanding so that their prayers will not be hindered (1 Peter 3:7). From these passages we can see that marriage is a spiritual battlefield. It takes work to fight for the relationship, not to fight in the relationship.
· Conclusion: Are you fighting for or in your marriage?  The one who takes leadership is the first to reconcile, not with your spouse, but with God.
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