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Ephesians 5:7-10 We are Light
Ephesians 5:8 - “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light”
Dark vs light is more than contrast, biblically referring to all opposition of God’s love and light in Christ.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “darkness” or in the Greek, “Skotos” meaning, “ignorance” of divine things (in context); “light” or “Phos” meaning, “truth” spiritually in context; “children” or “Teknon” meaning, “redeemed”.  
· Literal Interpretation: Because before you were ignorance, but now in the Lord you are truth.  As redeemed of the truth, always walk that way.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul continues contrasting the converted heart with that of the unconverted having identified us as saints, heirs of the King and now light:
V 7: Since eternal security is a fact of Scripture, even the carnal Christian is still saved. Salvation cannot be lost.  In 1 Corinthians 3:15, the carnal Christian is assured salvation: "If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire."  Note the loss!  Rewards in heaven are the completion of our earthly story, and those rewards will be eternally satisfying (Psalm 16:11)…unless the life lived is unworthy of our light.
V8a: Paul does not say we were ‘in the darkness’ but “were darkness.”  The total depravity of man is seen throughout the Bible. Man’s heart is “deceitful and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). The Bible also teaches us that man is born dead in transgression and sin (Ps. 51:5; 58:3, Eph. 2:1-5). The Bible teaches that because unregenerate man is “dead in transgressions” (Eph. 2:5), he is held captive by a love for sin (Jn. 3:19; 8:34) so that he will not seek God (Rom. 3:10-11) because he loves the darkness (Jn. 3:19) and does not understand the things of God (1 Cor. 2:14). Therefore, men suppress the truth of God in unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18) and continue to willfully live in sin. Because they are totally depraved, this sinful lifestyle seems right to men (Pr. 14:12) so they reject the gospel of Christ as foolishness (1 Cor. 1:18) and their mind is “hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is unable to do so” (Rom. 8:7).
V 8b-9: But…we are now light: completely remade: “For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness” (1 Thessalonians 5:5).  
· 1 Jn. 1:5 says, “God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.” Note that we are not told that God is a light but that He is light. Light is part of His essence, as is love (1 Jn. 4:8).The message is that God is completely, unreservedly, absolutely holy, with no mixture of sin, no taint of iniquity, and no hint of injustice;
· Those who know God, who walk with Him, are of the light and walk in the light. They are made partakers of God’s divine nature, “having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires” (2 Pt. 1:4).
V 10: The word ‘discern’ comes from the Greek word “anakrino” meaning “to distinguish, to separate out by diligent search, to examine.” Discernment is the ability to properly make determinations.  Christians are to be discerning as Paul prayed, “to discern what is best”(Phil. 1:10):
· A discerning person will acknowledge the worth of God’s Word: “All the words of my mouth are just; none of them is crooked or perverse. To the discerning all of them are right; they are faultless to those who have knowledge” (Proverbs 8:8-9)
· Seeking discernment is a goal for all who desire to walk righteously: “Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them” (Hosea 14:9)

· Discernment has many benefits: “My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your sight; they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. Then you will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble; when you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet” (Proverbs 3:21-24).
· Conclusion: Jesus said, “I am come a light into the world” (Jn. 12:46).  To His own He says, “You are the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14).  Are you in need of God’s light?  Submission is the key both to Christ and His will.
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