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Ephesians 6:17b The Sword of the Spirit
Ephesians 6:17b - “and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”
What is “the sword of the Spirit”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Take” or in the Greek, “Dechomai” means, “apprehend; utilize”; “sword of the Spirit” or, “maxairan tou pneumatov” is a possessive phrase; “word” or “Rhema” means, “living voice.”
· Literal Interpretation: Utilize…the sword of the Spirit, which is the living voice of God. 
· Contextual/Comparison: The phrase “sword of the Spirit” is found only once in Scripture, here in Ephesians 6:17.  The sword that Paul refers to is the Holy Scriptures. We know from 2 Timothy 3:16–17 that the word of God is from the Holy Spirit and written by men. Since every Christian is in the spiritual battle with the satanic and evil forces of this world, we need to know how to handle the Word properly. Only then will it be an effective defense against evil, as well as an offensive weapon we use to “demolish strongholds” of error and falsehood (2 Corinthians 10:4–5).  Considerations include:
· If we have to speak of a single purpose of the Bible, it would be to reveal God to us. There are many things that we could never know about God unless He told them to us. The Bible is God’s self-revelation to humanity. The Bible also tells us who we are. It tells us of our sin, God’s plan of salvation in Jesus Christ and our role in the advancement of His Kingdom.
· God refers to His Word as a sword in Hebrews 4:12. Here the Word is described as living and active and sharper than a double-edged sword. The Roman sword was commonly made in this manner. The fact that it had two edges made it easier to penetrate, as well as to cut in every way. The idea is that of piercing, or penetrating; the Word of God reaches the “heart,” the very center of action, laying open the motives of those it touches.
· The purpose of the sword of the Spirit—the Bible—is to make us strong and able to withstand the evil onslaughts of Satan, our enemy (Psalm 119:11, 33–40, 99–105). The Holy Spirit uses the power of the Word to save souls and then to give them spiritual strength to be mature soldiers for the Lord in advancing God’s Kingdom. The more we know and understand the Word of God, the more useful we will be in doing the will of God and the more effective we will be in standing against the enemy of our souls.
· The Bible as “living” means that it has a vital power inherent to itself. The written Word of God accomplishes God’s purposes (Is. 55:11); its personal study and public preaching brings about God’s desired effects.  
· Essential to salvation: “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ” (Rom. 10:17).
· The Bible is the living Word of God because it is the message given to us from the “living God” (Heb. 3:12). The God who is alive works in this world through His living Word in conjunction with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 6:17). Jesus spoke of the life-giving property of His words: “The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life” (John 6:63). The word of our Lord is efficacious for our salvation and sanctification (Acts 13:48; John 17:17).
· Other indications that the Word of God is alive include the facts that it sustains man (Luke 4:4), it brings faith (Rom. 10:17), it has freedom to accomplish God’s will (2 Tim. 2:9), it can be maligned (Titus 2:5), it gives spiritual birth (1 Peter 1:23), and it abides within believers (1 John 2:14).
· The living Word is active in the lives of those who receive it. According to the psalmist, the person who meditates on and delights in the Word will be “like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither” (Ps. 1:2–3).
· The Scriptures today are often downplayed in favor of manmade philosophies, personal experiences, or a “new” word from God. But the Bible cannot be ignored as if it were dead or obsolete. The Word of God is uniquely powerful and alive. “We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts” (2 Pt. 1:19).
· We have this warning in His Word: God’s pleasure at obedience is documented over and over in Scripture, especially in the Old Testament (Psalm 91:14–15) as is His dissatisfaction regarding disobedience (1 Samuel 15:22).  Why?  Two answers are given in vv. 23-24, which results in several reasons why obedience to God is better than making sacrifices or offerings to Him: 1) disobedience is an act of rebellion, 2) disobedience is sinful, 3) disobedience is a form of idolatry, 4) disobedience disrespects God’s Word, and 5) disobedience is based on looking good to other people rather than to God.
· Conclusion: God’s Word is clear: salvation is only by and through the blood of Jesus Christ.  Have you been washed in His blood?  It is the most sensitive, high priority, deeply personal question…and your answer has eternal consequences.  
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