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Ephesians 6:1-4 Children & Submission
Ephesians 6:1 - “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.”
What is submission for children? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Obey” in the Greek (present, active, imperative), “Hupakouo” means, “submit to a command”; “right” or “Dikaios” means, “righteous.”  
· Literal Interpretation: Children, always obey your parents in the Lord, because this is right.
· Contextual/Comparison: Continuing on submission, Paul’s instruction regarding children is flexible in application, underscoring parental investment:
V. 1: Obedience.  Obedience to one’s parents is the God-given duty of every child.   Proverbs teaches that those who listen to their parents gain wisdom: “A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a mocker does not respond to rebukes” (Pr. 13:1).  Learning to live wisely includes learning respect at home, fostering respect for others when they leave the home. Even young Jesus, though he was the Son of God, obeyed His earthly parents and as a result grew in wisdom (Luke 2:51—52). The Bible says that children who are not disciplined or who fail to obey their parents are much worse off in life (see Pro. 22:15; 19:18; 29:15).
V 2: Honor.  The word obey cannot be separated from the idea of honor meaning, "to revere, prize, and value,” and in this passage is a verb: demanding a right action.  God values honoring parents enough to include it in the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:12).   Honor has more to do with one’s attitude of respect toward one’s parents; grudging obedience does not conform to the command.  Those who honor their parents are blessed (Jer. 35:18-19). In contrast, those with a "depraved mind" and those who exhibit ungodliness in the last days are characterized by disobedience to parents (Rom. 1:30; 2 Tim. 3:2).  Obviously, we are commanded to honor our parents, but how? Honor them with both actions and attitudes (Mk. 7:6). Honor their unspoken as well as spoken wishes. "A wise son heeds his father's instruction, but a mocker does not listen to rebuke" (Pr. 13:1).  Just as Jesus loved us in our sinful state, we can honor an abusive parent. It means showing grace and compassion to those who don’t deserve it so that God is glorified and the obedient are blessed and rewarded (Mt. 5:44-48; 1 Jn. 4:18-21). Remember, “Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
V 3: Promise.  It is the duty of fathers to train their children in a godly way via the Lord’s Word.  In so doing parents set their children up for the best chance for a long and prosperous life in this world (v 3)—and treasures in heaven, too (Mt. 6:20; Gal. 6:8–9; Eph. 1:3–4).  Children are encouraged that their obedience will bring blessing and long life (Ex. 20:12; Jer. 35:17–19; Co. 3:20), while disobedient children who dishonor their parents are admonished that their behavior will bring punishment and shame (Lev. 20:9; Dt. 21:18; 27:16; Pr. 10:1; 15:5; 20:20; 30:17; Mt. 15:4). Again, widespread disobedience to parents will characterize society in the end times (2 Tim. 3:2).
V 4: Provoke vs Discipline.  As children have a responsibility to obey their parents; parents have a responsibility to instruct their children in the ways of God.  But even if one’s parents are not following the command directed toward them, children still have the command to obey and respect their parents.  Yet, everyone’s ultimate responsibility is to love and obey God, above all else (see Acts 5:29).
As to discipline, disobedience is not just a child’s issue. The Bible shows us we all battle the desire to rule ourselves and do as we please because we all are born into sin and rebellion (Ps. 51:5; Eph. 2:3; Rom. 3:10; 7:17–21). This battle against self-rule can wage an all-out war on our children if their disobedience is left unchecked; a war that will impact their future relationships with teachers, employers, friends, spouses, aging parents, and even their Heavenly Father. Yet, when we turn to the Bible, we find great hope in the fact that God gives the tools to train and discipline disobedient children and even promises blessing to those who learn and grow in obedience.

The Bible teaches the necessity of correcting disobedient children.  Pr. 19:18 says, “Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; / do not be a willing party to their death.” In this verse, discipline of a child is presented as a matter of life and death. Disobedience, left unchecked, will lead a child to eventual ruin. Pr. 13:24 says, “Whoever spares the rod hates their children, / but the one who loves their children is careful to discipline them.”  In the Hebrew, “a” rod always references an object: stick used for measurement (1Sa. 17:7; Rev. 21:16), a symbol of authority (Is. 14:5) or staff used to herd sheep (Lev. 27:32); “the” rod is always metaphorical (Lam. 3:1): instruction that (a) is consistent and true, (b) emanates from a legitimate authority, and (c) establishes boundaries and (d) compels action and/or change.  As such, no Scripture prescribes a specific form of discipline, but emphasizes such must be effective and relevant.  This is what prevents “wrath” or “exasperation” – a disconnect of the action or communication from a clear purpose; cause and effect is missing which only and always leads to confusion of which God is not the author (1 Cor. 14:33) provoking a child.
· Conclusion: Being a child of God is our ‘first step.’  Have you taken yours?
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