Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                         June 4, 2017
Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 8: God’s Awesome Display)
Revelation 16:17 “And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.”
The seventh of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16: 17-21.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “done” or in the Greek, “Ginomai” means, “to arise, appear but then finish…it was but now is not”
· Literal Application: “The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is finished!””
· Contextual & Comparison: Three key points to our text:
1. God specifically, purposefully, distinctly and verbally calls a halt (v 17).  It is not lost on us that Jesus said, “It is finished,” in John 19:30: there redemption was completed at Calvary; now, God’s judgment has been accomplished;
2. Nature breaks loose in the most terrifying devastation and horror imaginable (vv 17-20).  The thrust of the passage is that on this last day earthquake transcends all previous disturbances in intensity.  On this last day, the most awesome and spectacular display of the power and glory of God is also launched.  Imagine an earthquake so violent it shakes the planet.  The Amplified version captures the scene well: “And there were flashes of lightning and loud rumblings and peals of thunder; and there was a massive earthquake—nothing like it has ever occurred since mankind originated on the earth, so severe and far-reaching was that earthquake.” (v 18).  
a. The great city of Jerusalem will be shaken by the earthquake and divided into three parts, that is, utterly destroyed.  Babylon, the capital of the antichrist, will collapse and be broken up into three parts (v 19).  That is, it will be utterly destroyed;

b. There will be whole cities throughout the nations of the world that will collapse in ruin (v 19) and, as a result, the devastation, destruction, horror, injury and death will cause mass confusion;
c. The great world capital, Babylon, will be remembered by God as He will specifically pout upon her the cup and the fierceness of His wrath (v 19);
d. Much of the earth will literally break up; islands and mountains disappearing (v 20).  Translating literally, the scene is more dramatic: “mountains were not found” as scholars agree the text indicates not a mountain anywhere is to be seen;

e. The storms will rain great hail out of heaven weighing up to one hundred pounds (v 21).

3. There is a reaction of the ungodly and evil survivors around the world (v 21).  They still blame God and, as a consequence, they STILL do not repent.  We would expect repentance, but the ungodly and evil of the last days will be as hard and stubborn as the ungodly and evil are today. (See supplement on the hard heart).
Thus we are brought again as in Revelation 6:12-17 and 11:15-19 to the great day of the Lord and the second coming of Christ.  God’s clock, having run the course of seven years three times: first to describe religious conditions in the Body of Christ, second to describe political conditions with the seals and third, to describe cosmic conditions with the trumpets, has now come to the end of the week with the bowls of divine wrath concentrated at the end of the last week.  The remainder of the Revelation is descriptive of various scenes, persons and events which occur at the end of the week, after the millennium and of heaven.
· Conclusion: We have now seen all the bowls poured out. What do they mean? A very perceptive person suggested that they mean that "a time will come when all the evil in the universe shall unite to oppose truth and righteousness, making it seem for a time that all is lost." This would certainly seem to be true; but evil shall not win; right shall prevail. God's answer to the first general hardening of mankind (Rom. 1) was the First Advent of Christ; and his answer to the second and final general hardening of the human race will be the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, an event that follows very closely the pouring out of these seven bowls of wrath.  At the time of this writing, we remain within the first advent…Jesus is the Savior of every person who prays for salvation…confessing a sinful nature, asking for forgiveness by the blood of Christ, consciously positioning Jesus as both Savior and Lord of his or her life.  Today is that day…don’t delay.  
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