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Revelation 21:24-22:5 New Jerusalem’s Citizens and Provisions
Revelation 21:24 - “And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor into it.”
John’s dramatic tour comes to an end with this one last vision, heartened after all the destruction as he presents major features of the life and circumstances of the saints in Glory.  What are they?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Nations” or in the Greek, “Ethnos” means, “multitude; human family”; “walk” or “Peripateo” meaning, “regulate; conduct”.
· Literal Application: “By its light (the Glory of God; v 23) will all the saved conduct themselves, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it (as way of homage).”
· Contextual & Comparison: With the dramatic continuation of the new heavens and earth, John shows us the citizens and the provisions of God’s great city:
1. Vv 24-27: The citizens of the New Jerusalem.  Six points John notes:

a. Citizens are literally the saved of every earthly ethnicity (Rev. 14:6; John 3:16);
b. Citizens walk in the City’s light defined as (1) the Glory of God; (2) knowledge of God (full and perfect); and (3) perfection of God with respect to purity, righteousness and wisdom (we know exactly what to do and how as opposed to omniscience);
c. Citizens are kings who bring glory and honor upon God.  Often misapplied to earthly kings, these are the elevated elect (Mt. 25:21; 23; Rev. 5:10) overseeing the New Earth and billions of heavenly bodies.  In addition, “into it” (v 26) indicates our work is outside the city but we gather often in the city to praise of God;
d. Citizens have constant, unbroken access to God (v 25).  With no night, no sleep or rest required, with perfect bodies and perfect strength the Holy Spirit fill’s us and uses us to the fullest.  He focuses our hearts and minds (in that order) providing unbroken fellowship and communion with God (Is. 26:3);
e. Citizens bring the glory and honor of their respective nations (ethnicity) as kings paying homage to the King of Kings, underscoring gatherings;
f. Citizens are guaranteed a perfect life of perfect service.  

2. 22:1-5: The provision of the City.  John notes seven provisions:
a. A pure river: the very water of life (v 1).  Is this real or symbolic?  Both.  We too often spiritualize when we think of heaven, imagining some kind of dreamy, unreal world.  In fact, Scripture teaches God is going to recreate this earth and the heavens of this universe (2 Peter 3:10-12; Rev. 21:1), utilizing many of the same elements including a river.  Its source is, “the throne of God and of the Lamb” from whom is the source of all life.  It is a real reminder of the living water…Jesus (John 4:10) …who quenches, satisfies, fulfills and completes our thirst for life (John 7:37, 28) answering origin, meaning, morality and destiny;  
b. The tree of life (v 2), back to the future (Genesis 2:9).  As long as man was sinless, he could eat of it; when he sinned, he was denied.

i. The tree bears 12 crops of fruit, symbolizing continuous life bearing the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23);

ii. The tree’s leaves heal the nations, symbolizing the perfection found only in Jesus Christ (Ez. 47:12).  Why healing in a perfect state?  “Healing” or “therapeian” means to bring forth health, underscoring all the benefits of a ‘healthy’ relationship with God.   

c. No more curse in the city (v 3).  The earth is cursed with aging, corruption, deterioration, decay, death, suffering, evil, disturbance, division, disasters, etc., all due to rejecting God.  Zechariah foresaw a new day (Zec. 14:11) which is fulfilled with City’s advent;
d. There is the throne of God and the Lamb (vv 3b-4) with two meanings:

i. The Lord’s servants will serve God and Christ operating out of the city, receiving instructions and reporting to their very throne;
ii. The Lord’s servants will see his face (v 4): talking, sharing, praising, serving (Ps. 17:15; Matthew 5:8; 1 John 3:2);

e. The name of God written on believer’s foreheads, denoting possession, safety and security (Ephesians 1:13-14; Revelation 14:1);
f. There is eternal light in the city (v 5), because God alone is eternal and in Him is no darkness (1 John 1:5 – note, the author already knew this);
g. There is eternal rule in the city (v 5b) both in terms of the Godhead oversight and we, His creation, doing our work in service of God.
· Conclusion: “But there will never again be night; and they have no need for lamp light or light from the sun, because God the Lord will cast light upon them and they will reign into the ages of ages.” (Rev. 22:5).  Here is an air of finality… joy.  What began with God the Creator ends with His creatures reigning with Him.  Sin came and brought darkness (Gen. 1:2) but now God shines upon them.  God drove them from the Garden; now they behold Him with His seal on their foreheads.  Generations experienced degeneration only to have Jesus’ incarnation…His redemptive intervention…result in regeneration with everlasting results.  Are you among the citizens of Heaven?  Invite Christ into your life now… securing both today and tomorrow.  Now is the accepted time…don’t delay.
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