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Gratitude to God: 1Thessalonians 5:16-18
Thankfulness is a prominent Biblical theme.  In fact, according to God’s Word thankfulness should be a way of life for us, naturally flowing from our hearts to and through our very mouths. Why?  The answers are life changing:
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice evermore.  17 Pray without ceasing.  
18 In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
· Grammatical Usage: “Rejoice” or in the Greek, “Chairo” means, “glad; well; thrive”; “without ceasing” or “Adialeiptos” means, “no intermission”; “everything” or “pas” means, “individually; collectively.”
· Literal Interpretation: Be glad, well and thrive always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks in all things; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
· Contextual/Comparison: Those things for which we should be grateful:
· God’s constant goodness and His steadfast love: “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever” (Psalm 136:1)
· When we recognize the nature of our depravity and understand that, apart from God, there is only death (John 10:10; Romans 7:5), our natural response is to be grateful for the life He gives.

· God’s deliverance:  “I will exalt you, O Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat over me. O Lord my God, I called to you for help, and you healed me…You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever” (Psalm 30:1-12)
· When we recognize God in the moment and God’s past faithfulness; it is a testimony to His character.

· God’s endurance: “Praise be to the Lord, for he has heard my cry for mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps for joy, and I will give thanks to him in song” (Psalm 28:6-7). Here, we have an example of being thankful in the midst of hard circumstances. Psalm 28 depicts David’s distress and a reaction to cry to God for mercy, protection, and justice. 
· When we recognize, in the midst of hardship, who God is and what He does, we give thanks.  Job had a similar attitude of praise, even in the face of death: “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised” (Job 1:21).

One of the characteristics of the last days is a lack of thanksgiving according to 2 Timothy 3:2: “For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, demeaning, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy.”  Wicked people will be “ungrateful”:
· Ingratitude is a sin with severe repercussions. Romans 1:18–32 gives a detailed description of the downfall of a person or a society. Listed alongside idolatry, homosexuality, and every kind of rebellion is unthankfulness. Verse 21 says, “Although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him.” This tells us that God takes gratefulness—and ungratefulness—seriously: 
· As long as a person or a culture remains thankful to God, they retain a sensitivity to His presence. Thankfulness toward God requires a belief in God at the very least while ingratitude fails to fulfill our responsibility to acknowledge Him (Pr. 3:5–6; Ps. 100:4). 
· When we refuse to be thankful or to express gratitude, we grow hard-hearted and proud. We take for granted all God has given us and become our own gods, but: “What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?” (1 Cor. 4:7).
· Conclusion: When we remind ourselves, often, that all we are and all we have is a gift from God (James 1:17), we are guarding our hearts against idolatry and pride.  To whom does your heart belong?
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