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Habakkuk 1:12 Discipline, not Destruction
Is God in character regarding Judah?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:12: “Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy One? We shall not die. O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Everlasting” or in the Hebrew, “Qedem” meaning, “aforetime; ancient”; “Holy One” or “Qadowsh” meaning, “sacred; set apart”; “die” or “Muwth” meaning, “utterly perish”; “ordained” or “dsy” meaning, “established”; “correction” or “Yakach” means, “reprove, rebuke, correct.”
· Literal Interpretation: Are you not the ancient without beginning, O Lord my God, my Sacred One, set apart from all else?  We shall not utterly perish.  O Lord, you have established them (the Babylonians) as a judgment, and you, O Rock, have established them for reproving, rebuking and correction.
· Contextual/Comparison: Up to this point in conversation between Habakkuk and God, Habakkuk has made two points: 1) the people of God are acting against the convictions of their Creator and, 2) are you paying attention?  God has responded affirming not only am I paying attention, this is what is going to happen.  The level of rebuke stuns Habakkuk, who responds as we all should to God:
· Reverence for God: “Are you not the ancient without beginning, O Lord my God, my Sacred One, set apart from all else?”  Reverence is honor and respect that is deeply felt and outwardly demonstrated. Because of the Lord God’s awesome power and majesty, He is deserving of the highest level of reverence (Leviticus 19:30). The Bible records reverence as the automatic response of everyone who encounters the awesome grandeur of the Lord God Almighty (Numbers 20:6; Judges 13:20; 1 Chronicles 21:16), reflected by the hundreds of laws related to purity, holiness, and worship (Deuteronomy 5).  The purpose of such strict rules was to define holiness and impress upon mankind the necessity for reverence in the presence the Lord. God is not to be trifled with.  We demonstrate reverence for God by the way we live. Those with a right understanding of God’s nature also understand His wrath. We show reverence by taking seriously His hatred of sin and the coming judgment on those who refuse to repent (Colossians 3:6; Romans 1:18). We pursue holiness because He is holy (1 Peter 1:15–16). Reverent people desire “to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age” (Titus 2:12).
· God is always good: “We shall not utterly perish.”  Jesus declared, “No one is good—except God alone” (Luke 18:19) thus He sets the standard.  Out of His goodness, God disciplines His own as a consequence.  Discipline is not to be confused with cold-hearted punishment or destruction but His desire for each of us to be holy. "My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in" (Proverbs 3:11-12; see also Hebrews 12:5-11). God will use testing, trials, and circumstances to bring us back to Himself in repentance resulting in a stronger faith, a renewed relationship with God (James 1:2-4), not to mention destroying the hold that particular sin had over us (1 Pt. 1:15-16).
· Discipline, not destruction: “and you, O Rock, have established them for reproving, rebuking and correction.”  Judgment is a recurring theme throughout the Bible (see Psalm 82:8).  God allows difficulties and suffering in the lives of His people to purify them.  A loving father does not discipline the kids down the street, because they are not his. A father disciplines his own children.  Scripture makes a distinction between God’s purifying discipline of the church and His ultimate condemnation of the wicked: “When we are judged . . . by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world” (1 Corinthians 11:32).  God allows painful circumstances in the lives of His own household, not to condemn but to mature, convict, and bring repentance (2 Corinthians 7:10). Through suffering we learn patience (James 1:2–4). This kind of judgment is to encourage us to abandon selfishness and draw nearer to Him (James 4:8). The ultimate, final judgment for unbelievers will be eternal separation from God, from life, and from all that is good and beautiful (Matthew 8:11–12; Revelation 21:8) – ‘destruction’; but this is not for we who belong to God, our judgment is ‘discipline.’  “Judgment” for the children of God is discipline (Hebrews 12:4–11). It is designed to purge the sin from our lives and teach us obedience.
· God uses whom He will: “O Lord, you have established them as a judgment….”  There is an important distinction to be made between God controlling evil and God creating evil. God is not the author of sin, but He can use sinful men to attain an objective.  In this case, God is demonstrating to His own who have left His ways just how wrong they are by experiencing the end result of those who never knew God and, in fact, are farthest from His ways.  It proves an object lesson then and now.
· Conclusion: Is God chastening you Christian?  That’s His way of calling you back to Himself.  And He is doing so because he loves you so.  Answer now.
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