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Habakkuk 1:6-11 Guilty Men
Why does God so punish Judah?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 1:11: “Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Mind” or in the Hebrew, “Ruwach,” means, “wind, breath, spirit” in quick agitation; “change” or “Chalaph” means, “quickly pass”; “offend” or “'asham” means, “guilty.”
· Literal Interpretation: “Then they move like the wind, a spirit of agitation quickly passing on guilty men, whose own might is their god!”
· Contextual/Comparison: Critical to understanding this passage is the last phrase of v 5: “…For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told.”  In short, God began answering His servant, assuring him that He was at work among the nations even though Habakkuk couldn’t see His hand.

· God gave Habakkuk a revelation, not an explanation;

· What we need in times of doubt is the proper view of God;

· The Lord doesn’t owe us any explanations, but He does graciously reveal Himself and His work to those who seek Him.

V 6: Raising up Babylon.  While Judah had previously been used to faithfully deal with the enemies of God, God now uses enemies to deal with Judah: an absolutely shocking turn-about – evidence of Judah’s miscalculation.  The enemy would prove ruthless preciously because of their haste: a reflection of Judah who, in their wanton desire for what was not theirs were leaving countrymen – children – in pain, poverty and hopelessness.  God uses the Babylonians to conquer Judah’s world – materially and spiritually;
V7: Corrosion of self.  Not realizing how their sin had so eaten away at their relationship with God, He provides a practical example of what Judah had done to Himself.  A broken relationship with God ALWAYS results in fear and dread: no justice, no dignity.  John 15:5: “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing.”

V 8: God’s protection lifted.  The imagery here is of a fierce, swift and devouring enemy.  Why?  “Woe to the filthy, foul city, the city of oppressors. 2 She does not listen. She does not accept correction. She does not even trust the Lord or draw near to her God. 3 The officials within her are like roaring lions. Her judges are like hungry wolves in the evening that completely devour their prey by morning. 4 Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men. Her priests have profaned what is holy. They have committed violence against the law.  5 The Lord in her midst is just. He does no wrong. Every morning he brings his justice to light. He does not fail. But those who are unjust are shameless” (Zephaniah 3:1-5).  
V 9: Violent captivity.  God’s people have fought as instruments of judgment from a righteous and holy God.  God has also used as instruments of judgment the ungodly, demonstrating how His righteousness and holiness have been offended.  God used Babylon as His agent of judgment against Israel for their sins of idolatry and rebellion against Him: the evidence of sin in one’s life is violence against another’s being…captive to the grip of sin.  We are commanded by God to not let sin reign in our bodies, obeying its lusts, but instead we are to present ourselves to Him as instruments of righteousness (Romans 6:12–14) – Judah was learning this in a very hard way.
V 10: No safety apart from God.  “The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe” (Proverbs 18:10).  Countless times, God led the Israelites into battles against armies much more powerful than they, yet when they trusted God and obeyed Him, they always came out victorious; hence the shock of Habakkuk as he grasped, despite Judah’s superiority on paper, they will fall.  Why?  This shouldn’t have been a new concept to Judah, after all they had the example of Saul: “But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him” (1 Samuel 16:14).  Because of who He is, there are several things which hinder our relationship with God. Major reasons are:

1. Sin: 2 Corinthians 12:21; 
2. Disobedience and rebellion: 1 John 3:4
3. Mixing with the world: 1 John 2:15
4. Departing from the Truth: Galatians 5:4
5. Not Repenting: 1 John 1:6
V 11: Guilty men.  In God’s eyes, the Babylonians and Judeans were no different as each had made themselves their own god.  The god of self is manifest in willfulness, pride, disobedience, ostentation, defiance, intemperance, and self-gratification.  God said, “Ok, have it thy way”: 2 Chronicles 36:14-21.
· Conclusion: How desolate are you?  If we judge ourselves truly, we will not be judged.  When we confess, God is faithful and just to forgive and cleanse.
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