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Habakkuk 2:1 Watching for God 
How do I watch for God?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 2:1 “I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.”
· Grammatical Usage: “Watch” or in the Hebrew, “Mishmereth” meaning, “obligatory location; charge; service.”
· Literal Interpretation: I will stand at my guard post which is my charge.  I will station myself on the wall in His service.  I will watch (wait) to see what he will say to me and what answer I will get to my complaint.
· Contextual/Comparison: Habakkuk opened his conversation with God in Chapter 1 by suggesting God wasn’t paying attention to the sin of Judah only to be stunned that God not only was paying attention but had a plan for Judah’s rebuke.  Then Habakkuk questioned God’s means, only to learn God’s means mirrors Judah’s rebellion (God says, “Ok, have it thy way”), demonstrating God uses evil (in this case, the Babylonians) as a tool of chastisement - never in the sense of pointless malevolence (as Satan does) but always with the point of contrasting behavior with His own attributes, driving recipients to the point of a decision.
Opening Habakkuk 2, the prophet assumes his position.  Watchmen in the Bible were guards responsible for protecting towns and military installations from surprise enemy attacks and other potential dangers. Ancient Israelite cities often stationed watchmen on high walls or in watchtowers. Their job was to keep watch and warn the townspeople or encampments of impending threats.  

The Bible also refers to watchmen in a spiritual sense. God appointed prophets as spiritual watchmen over the souls of His people: “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me” (Ezekiel 33:7; also Hosea 9:8).

The prophet’s job as watchmen was to urge God’s people to live faithfully and warn them of the perils involved in falling away from the Lord and doing evil. He also interceded with God, asking for guidance, insight, a message for His people and the will God had for him and His own in a situation.  Habakkuk does this in a very specific, biblical way as he watches or waits:
1. He waits: “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;     wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14); 

2. He waits mindfully: “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith” (Hebrews 10:22);

3. He waits expectantly: “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him” (Psalms 62:5);

4. He waits devotedly: “You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13);

5. He waits prayerfully: “Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” (Isaiah 58:9);
6. He waits determinedly: “But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deuteronomy 4:29);

7. He waits respectfully: “And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” (Joshua 5:14b);
8. He waits assuredly: “but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31);
Israel’s spiritual watchmen bore a heavy responsibility before the Lord. If a prophet failed to warn others as God had appointed him to do, his own life was in danger, and he would be held accountable for the people’s sin (Ezekiel 33:2–6).  In the same sense, the unsaved person stands in mortal peril of the wrath of holy God, as Hebrews 10:31 reminds us: “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”   Paul asks, “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:14). It is our responsibility to be a witness (1 John 1:1-3).
A watchman who was blind or disobedient to the Lord’s Word left the people he was called to protect open to danger and suffering (Isaiah 56:10). Obedience is the only course of action for a true watchman (Ezekiel 33:9).

The role of spiritual watchman continues in the New Testament not only in the form of church leadership (Hebrews 13:17) but all Christians are called to be watchmen. Jesus told His disciples to “watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation” (Mark 14:38), with James’ instruction to confess our sins to one another (James 5:16) as the care, concern and “watch” we have over one another.
· Conclusion: Habakkuk knew that God “sees”…“watches” everything.  His actions are designed only with our good in mind as He cares for us more than we know.  Troubled?  Fearful?  Confused?  Wait upon the Lord.  He will answer.
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