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Habakkuk 2:12-14 Woe to Those Who Exploit  
How does God view exploiters?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:

Habakkuk 2:12 “Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!”
· Grammatical Usage: “Woe” or “Howy” means, “alas!” (in terms of certain judgment)”; “buildeth” or “Banah” in the Hebrew means, “to build; to establish for the purpose of continuing”; “town” or “`iyr” means, “dwelling of terror”; “blood” or “Dam” meaning, “bloodguilt; homicide”; “iniquity” or “`evel” meaning, “violent injustice.”  
· Literal Interpretation: “Certain judgment to him who establishes to continue a dwelling of terror by the guilt of murder and founds a city on violent injustice!”
· Contextual/Comparison: The third of five ‘woes’ God issues in relation to the Babylonians, Judah and we studying this passage is all about the establishment of monuments to murderers which will not only crumble, but the founders and enablers themselves will be forgotten.  Of the five ‘woes’, the third speaks plainly of a stunning contrast between the ungodly and God Himself addressing not just physical dwellings, but the culture behind the dwellings which is so applicable:
V 12: We have dealt with iniquity as the Bible uses words such as iniquity, transgression, and trespass to indicate levels of disobedience to God. They are all categorized as “sin.” Micah 2:1 says, “Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds! At morning’s light they carry it out because it is in their power to do it.”  Iniquity is sin at its worst. Iniquity is premeditated, continuing, and escalating.  When we give ourselves over to a sinful lifestyle, we are committing iniquity. Sin has become our god rather than the Lord (Romans 6:14).  The end result for those with such hardened hearts is that God turns them over to a “reprobate mind” (Romans 1:28), and they no longer have the desire or ability to repent. Reprobate means “thoroughly depraved, given over to evil until the conscience is seared.” The Scripture is clear that God forgives even iniquity (Micah 7:18), but if we persist in it, we will reap the wages of sin, which is eternal separation from God (Romans 6:23) and a lake of everlasting fire (Mark 9:43). 

V 13: God pronounced a judgment: the things secured by taking advantage of people in the vilest sense would be fuel for a fire.  Babylon’s example proves that wealth gained by unjust means is never enjoyed long.  Fire is a consistent element in the relationship of God with His people, often being used as an instrument of His power, either in the way of approval or destruction.  Fire consumes, warms, purifies and illuminates, but can also bring pain, death and utter destruction completely dependent upon the recipient’s spiritual orientation.  God is first identified as a “consuming fire” in Deuteronomy 4:24 and 9:3. The writer to the Hebrews reiterates, warning the Hebrews to worship God with reverence and awe “for our God is a consuming fire.” There is nothing mysterious about the Hebrew and Greek words translated “consuming fire.” They mean exactly that—a fire that utterly consumes or destroys.  God’s holiness is the reason for His being a consuming fire, and it burns up anything unholy. The holiness of God is that part of His nature that most separates Him from sinful man. The godless, Isaiah writes, tremble before Him: “Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?" (Isaiah 33:14).  Isaiah answers this by saying that only the righteous can withstand the consuming fire of God’s wrath against sin, because sin is an offense to God’s holiness.  
V 14: The Lord suddenly gives a stunning contrast to the coming judgment:
· “Knowledge” or “yada’” implies more than just knowing about God; it implies being in relationship with Him, personally.  It suggests an intimacy that is the same found in marriage;

· God’s “glory” or “kabod” when used in the Old Testament carries the added meaning of His revealed presence;

· Put together with a full understanding of the word ‘knowledge’, we see that the whole world will one day have a deep, personal experience with the Lord’s presence.  All people will have an intimate relationship with their loving Creator, Redeemer, the only living and true God, Lord of all the earth;
· Given the tragic state of the world today, and in the very middle of five devastating ‘woes’, this is truly an astonishing revelation;

· The presence of the Lord will cover everything: all-pervasive, all-consuming and all-enveloping as the earth is saturated with the glory of the Lord when Jesus returns and establishes His righteous kingdom – His glory covering the whole earth (Isaiah 11:1-9);

· The ‘glory’ of Babylon didn’t last.  Certainly the Lord was glorified when it fell before her enemies in 539 BC (Jeremiah 50-51) and He will be glorified when the Babylon of the last days – the final great world empire that opposes God (Revelation 17-18) is destroyed.

The exploiter will eventually lose everything; man’s utopias will turn out only to be disasters globally, culturally, economically, spiritually and personally as we can’t exploit those made in God’s image and expect to escape God’s judgment.

· Conclusion: With whom is your life aligned?  Your destiny is being written.
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